
Ozal party takes early lead in election 

ANKARA (R) - Turkey's ruling Conservative Partv took an carlv lead 
in Sunday s parbameotaiy electron, which was widely expected o riw 
Prime Minister Turgut Ozal a fresh five-year mandate 
rtfonns- His Motherland Party look 39.07 per com or the firs^T^g 
votes counted, enough for a comfortable majority in the exoanded 
450 .seat parliament official sources said. About 2o million peopKled 
,n the most open election since the 1980 coup which crushVd demist 
violence. Turkey, which applied i as t A prU to join ihe & S 
Community js keen to brush up its tarn^cd democratic image The 
sources said the main opposition bocial Democrat Populist Party (SDPP) 

t 1 he , V °-S, S0 / ar 3nd ,hc right-of-centre True 
Path Party (TPP) 18.89 per cem. The four other parties, indudine the 
Muslim Fundamentalist group were all below the 10 per cem needed to 
take seats m parhameni. Mr. Ozal. 60. had campaiuned on his record of 
political stability mid economic liberalisation since taking office in 1 983V 
military-supervised elections. ° 
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King sends messages 
on summit to 
five heads of state 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Sunday sent 
messages outlining the results of 
' the Nov. 8-11 extraordinary Arab 
summit to the leaders of India, 
Tinkey and Indonesia. The mes- 
sages were delivered to the 
ambassadors of the three coun- 
tries to Jordan by acting Foreign 
Minister Marwan Dudin in sepa- 
rate meetings on Sunday. Mr. 

' Dudin also asked the Jordanian 
ambassadors to Morocco and In- 
donesia to convey similar mes- 
sages to the presidents of Senegal 
-and Malaysia. 

Rifai meets 
outgoing envoys 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
-'Minister Zaid Rifai met on Sun- 
day with the Indonesian and 
Japanese ambassadors to Jordan 
on the occasion of the end of the 
’ envoys' missions in Amman. La- 
ter in the evening, Mr. Rifai also 
received in separate meetings 
Jordan Bar Association President 
Hussein Majaii, General Federa- 
tion of the Jordanian Chambers 
af Commerce President Hamdi 
Iabba, Yarmouk University 
President Mohammad Hamdan. 
md the director general of the 
rompany for radio and television 
production, Jawad Maraqa. 

Danish energy 
minis ter arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Danish 
ninister of energy arrived in Am- 
nan on Sunday to take part in the 
reelings of a specialised confer- 
mce on prospects for oil and 
uture development in the Arab 
ountries due to open here on 
Tuesday. The Danish guest was 
. eceived upon his arrival at the 
Jueen Alia International Airport 
>y Minister of Energy and Miner- 
t'I Resources Hisham Al Khatib, 
'•finfeoy Under-Secretary Ibra- 
limBadran, the Danish ambassa- 
. lor to Jordan and members of the 
)anish diplomatic mission in 
Amman. 

Bangladesh cities 
emain under curfew 

JHAKA (R) — Police re-im- 
Ksed curfews and paramilitary 
tolice stepped up patrols in five 
. :ey cities after Bangladesh Presi- 
teitHossain Mohammad Ershad 
proposed talks with his oppo- 
Knts on fresh elections. Police 
aid 14-hour curfews were re- 
mposed in Dhaka, Chittagong, 
diulna. Narayanganj and Ra- 
shahi at 4 p.m. (1(KXJ GMT) after 
n eight-hour recess. Paramilitary 
>oUce in trucks mounted with 
lachineguns began patrolling 
Ireets of the country’s capital. 
J haka, to enforce the curfew. 

5 o!es vote 
n referendum 

WARSAW (AP) — Poles voted 
unday in the nation’s first re- 
Jrendum in 41 years, deciding 
Aether to endorse government 
fans for democratic rion and a 
adical economic reform package 
iat includes higher prices. A 
teady stream of voters showed 
P at flag-bedecked polling sta- 
ins around the country. The 
oyemment news agency PAP 
aid turnout appeared higher 
ban in Poland's lasr elections in 
985 '(See page 8). 

laiti polls 
called off 

.ORT-AU-PRINCE (AP) — 
aid’s first free elections in 30 
Jars were called off after the 
oils opened Sunday because of 
"idesprea'd violence, officials 
lid. More than 20 people were 
■ported killed overnight. “The 
lections are cancelled,” Pierre 
havet, an official of the indepen- 
e, w electoral council, said. 
‘Utomatic weapons fire, sirens 
R d explosions reverberated 
round Port-Au-Prince overnight 
ad early Sunday. By mid-mom - 
•8- the streets of the capital city 
* °ne million were virtually de- 
‘rted. After daylight, Western 
; porters who tned to move in 
,e streets were shot at, and some 
we pinned down in buildings. 


King: Jordan’s defence of Palestinian 
rights is a national commitment 

His Majesty, in message marking International Day of Solidarity with 
Palestinian people, reaffirms pledge to pursue just settlement 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hus- 
sein said Sunday that Jordan’s defence of the 
just and legitimate rights of the Palestinian 
people was unquestionable since the King- 
dom’s stand stemmed from its historic and 
geographic links with the Palestinian people, 
its national commitments to them and the 
mutual interests of Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians. 


“Jordanians and Palestinians 
form one part of the same nation 
which is the target of the same 
aggression, and therefore we 
accept what our brothers under 
occupation accept because they 
are tne panv that faces the con- 
sequences of the Israeli occupa- 
tion,” the King said in a message 
to the U.N. Committee on the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palesti- 
nian People. The message was 
sent on the eve of the anniversary 


of the International Day of Soli- 
darity with the Palestinian 
People. 

In the message, delivered on 
his behalf by Mr. Abdullah Salah. 
Jordan's permanent representa- 
tive to the United Nations, the 
King said that the struggle for 
Palestine was “between the legiti- 
mate owners of land and the 
usurpers of that land.” 

"Jordan’s position was, and 
still is, is bas£d on rescuing the 


land and the Israeli occupation 
prior to enhancing the presence 
of the Palestinian people in their 
soil,” the King said in his mes- 
sage. He said that despite failure 
of "past efforts to liberate the land 
and the people. Jordan "will con- 
tinue to extend support to the 
Palestinians to strengthen their 
steadfastness in rhe faee of 
Israel’s plans to annex and 
Judaise Arab land.” 

Following are major excerpts 
from the King's message to the 
U.N. committee: 

I express my appreciation to 
you for your valuaole efforts in 
defence of the rights of the 
Palestinian people and your en- 
deavours to put an end to the 
sufferings and rhe tragedy of that 
people living in the occupied 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 
This tragedy has been aggravated 
in the absence of a "just and 
honourable peace and in view of 
continued occupation. 

The annual observance of the 


International Day of Solidarity 
with the Palestinian People has a 
special importance. It is a Jiving 
proof of the just Palestinian cause 
which we consider as a means for 
renewing our commitment to the 
rights of the Arab people of 
Palestine and a new pledge for 
serious and perseverant efforts 
aimed at safeguarding their 
rights, hoping for the fulfilment 
of a just solution of their problem 
on the basis of international legi- 
timacy and the principles of the 
United Nations Charter and U.N. 
Security Council Resolutions 338 
of 1973 and 242 of 1%7. 

There is no doubt that your 
efforts form a tributary enhancing 
our concept that the basis of 
peace between the Arabs and 
Israel means the achievement of 
justice for the Palestinians. This 
conception stems from the 
Palestinian people's demands for 
their rights which enjoy the sup- 

(Continued on page 3) 


Palestinians stage violent protests on 
eve of anniversary of partition vote 

Four Arabs wounded by occupation army 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli soldiers shot 
at hundreds of Palestinian de- 
[-monstrators Sunday, wounding 
four, the army and Arab sources 
said. 

The protests in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
marked the 40lh anniversary of 
United Nations vote to partition 
Palestine, a decision that paved 
the way for the creation of Israel 
in May 1948. 

Palestinians also staged com- 
mercial strikes throughout the 
occupied territories, and the 
army reported firebomb and 
stone-tb rowing attacks on Israeli 
soldiers. 

Large contingents of soldiers 
and police were deployed in the 
West Bank and Gaza in anticipa- 
tion of demonstrations during the 
anniversary. 

Israeli soldiers shot and 
wounded three Palestinians in 


dashes at the Balata refugee 
camp near Nablus, the West 
Bank's largest city 60 kilometres 
north of Jerusalem, according to 
the Palestine Press Service. 

In the Jabalya refugee camp in 
the Gaza Strip, troops forced 
their way into a girls' school after 
pupils threw petrol bombs at a 
military vehicle and soldiers, an 
army spokesman said. 

In Khan Yunis. protesters 
burned tyres and threw stones. 

In the West Bank refugee camp 
of Jenin, Israeli troops fired tear 
gas to disperse protesters who 
raised Palestinian flag and burned 
tyres, the army said. 

Students boycotted classes at 
the Islamic and Polytechnic uni- 
versities in Hebron in protest 
against the partition plan. 

“The army said a curfew was 
imposed on Balta. 

In the Gaza Strip dty of Rafah, 
meanwhile, a 17-year-old high 


school student was shot in the leg 
when soldiers opened fire to dis- 
perse about 500 protesters, a 
Palestinian reporter said. • 

The reporter identified the stu- 
dent as Sami Jarhoul of the vil- 
lage of Deir Al Sultan, and said 
15 protesters were arrested. 

The protesters tied Palestinian 
flags and pictures to telephone 
wires, chanted anti-Israeli slogans 
and stoned soldiers, said the re- 
porter who spoke on condition of 
anonymity for fear of reprisals. 

In the Askar refugee camp 
near Nablus, troops fired tear-gas 
and rubber bullets to disperse 
protesters, the army official said. 

Commercial strikes were re- 
ported in Nablus, Ramallab, 
Jenin and Arab Jerusalem. 

Police also said a bomb was 
safely dismantled in Gilo, a Jew- 
ish neighbourhood in Arab Jeru- 
salem. 


PLO offices 
reopened 
in Cairo 

CAIRO (Agencies) — Egypt 
allowed the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) to reopen its 
Cairo offices on Sunday, seven 
months after they were closed in 
retaliation for PLO criticism of 
Egypt. 

Foreign Minister Esmat Abdul 
Meguid" announced the decision 
in a brief statement. He did not 
say why the April 27 shutdown 
was being reversed. 

Six PLO offices were affected 
by the closure, which came a day 
after the Palestine National 
Council passed a resolution high- 
ly critical of President Hosni 
Mubarak’s policy of peace with 
Israel. 

The resolution, accepted by 
Chairman Yasser Arafat to 
assuage radicals within his move- 
ment, indirectly called for con- 
tacts with “nationalist, democra- 
tic and popular forces" in Egypt 
to entice Cairo to abandon its 
peace accord with Israel. 

The movement's representa- 
tive in Cairo, Zuhdi Al Kudra, 
raised the Palestinian flag over 
the main PLO office in a southern 
section of the city as 15 to 20 
Palestinians including women ap- 
plauded. 

He said all of the closed 
offices were being reopened. De- 
spite the closure, he said, no 
Palestinian officials had been ex- 
pelled from Egypt. 

Mr. Kudra, who represents the 
biggest PLO group, Fateh, told 
reporters the organisation was 
very grateful for Egypt’s decision. 


Israelis use flares to 
terrorise S. Lebanon 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Panic 
spread in South Lebanon Sunday 
night when flares, believed to be 
fired by Israeli soldiers, spread 
over the port city of Tyre while 
Israeli gunboats cruised off the 
Lebanese coast sparking fears 
that an Israeli attack was in the 
making in retaliation for last 
Wednesday’s Palestinian com- 
mando attack which killed six 
Israeli soldiers and injured seven 
others in an Israeli military camp. 

The French news agency 
(AFP) reported that at least three 
Israeli gunboats were seen off the 
coast near to the Palestinian re- 


fugee camps in Sidon. AFP said 
militiamen who control the area 
were on full alert against possible 
Israeli attacks. 

■ Approximately 50 flares were 
seen fired over Tyre, some 85 
kilometres south of Beirut, 
four hours Sunday. The flares 
terrorised civilian citizens, AFP 
said. 

The Israeli prime minister, Yit- 
zhak Shamir, said on Sunday the 
Israeli government would await a 
report from defence officials be- 
fore deciding how to respond to 
the hang-glider commando attack 
on Wednesday. 


France releases Gordji; 

Iran questions French consul 


PARIS (AP) — Wahid Gordji, a 
translator at the Iranian embassy 
in Paris wanted for questioning in 
connection with terrorist bomb- 
ings, left the blockaded building 
Sunday, appeared before a 
magistrate and then departed for 
Tehran, authorities said. 

The official Iranian news agen- 
cy IRNA, monitored in Cyprus, 
said French Embassy First Secret- 
ary Paul Torri, accused by the 
Iranians of spying, appeared be- 
fore an Islamic tribunal at 
Tehran’s Evin prison. 

The simultaneous moves 
appeared to be part of a deal 
resulting from the negotiations 
that led to the release of two 
French hostages Friday in 
Lebanon. 

The state prosecutor in Paris, 
Michel Raynaud, said in a state- 


ment that no charges were filed 
against Gordji and that he was 
allowed to go freely. 

After leaving the courthouse, 
Gordji was taken under strong 
police escort to Le Bourget air- 
port where he was put aboard a 
private jet aircraft. Police cars 
continued to follow the aircraft 
down the runway until it took off. 

There was no more informa- 
tion over the Tehran questioning 
of the French consul. 

IRNA said Mr. Torri had “long 
been wanted by the Islamic re- 
volutionary tribunal for some ex- 
planations, but had so far con- 
tinued to refuse to appear.” 

The agency, however, did not 
spell out the charges against Mr. 
Toni or mention previous Iranian 
allegations of spying. 


Iraqis 

bomb 

Iranian 

power 

stations 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iraq said its 
warplanes bombed installations 
at two electricity generating dams 
in southwestern Iran and a ship in 
the Gulf on Sunday. 

Iran reported it was sending an 
envoy to the United Nations for 
negotiations on the Security 
Council’s ceasefire resolution on 
the Gulf war. 

An Iraqi military communique 
said waves of Iraqi jets “pene- 
trated enemy air defences and 
raided highly important economic 
targets” linked with Iran’s war 
effort. 

The communique, quoted in an 
Iraqi News Agency (INA) dis- 
patch monitored in Cyprus, said 
the warplanes inflicted serious 
damage on the power distribution 
network at Grand Reza Shah 
dam. 

The agency identified the dam 
using the name the facility bore 
before the 1979 Islamic revolu- 
tion that toppled Shah Moham- 
mad Reza Pahlavi, whose father 
was Reza Shah. The new name 
was not known. 

Simultaneously, other jets 
struck at the Al Diz dam's elec- 
tricity distribution station, leav- 
ing it “gutted with explosions.” 
the agency said. 

Iran did not comment on the 
Iraqi reports. 

Iraqi jets raided a “big naval 
target" off the Iranian coast. INA 
quoted the communique as 
saying, using rhe term customary 
for tankers and other vessels 
attacked in the Gulf. 

Meanwhile. Iran announced it 
was sending a Foreign Ministry 
undersecretary to New York for 
negotiations with the United Na- 
tions secretary-general on the 
July 20 Security Council ceasefire 
call. 

State-mn Tehran Radio said 
Mohammad Larijani. an under- 
secretary on international and 
economic affairs, would go to 
New York on Monday. 

It said he would travel “as 
Iran’s representative, to declare 
Iran’s stand about ways of im- 
plementing justice regarding the 
aggressor and to describe Iran's 
fundamental stand about Security 
Council Resolution 598.” 

The visit came at the request of 
U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar, the radio said. 

Iraq has already agreed to send 
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz to 
the talks. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan on 
Sunday addresses the opening session of the third 
round of Euro-Arab dialogue organised by the 
Amman-based Arab Thought Forum (ATF). The 


Crown Prince is flanked by ATF Secretary -General 
Sadcddin Ibrahim ilefti and Sir John Moberly of 
the London-based Royal Institute Tor International 
Affairs (Photo by Yousef Al ‘Allan) 


Crown Prince questions motivations 
behind U.S. naval presence in Gulf 


By Jordan Times 
Staff Reporters 


AMMAN — His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan on Sunday 
questioned the motivations be- 
hind the presence of foreign 
navies in (he Gulf and said the 
cause of peace and stability of the 
region could not be served with 
the superpower military' build-up 
that adds to the already tense and 
complex situation in the Iran-Iraq 
war. 

The Crown Prince singled out 
the American naval presence in 
the Gulf and said: "No-one in the 
U.S., or in Europe for that mat- 
ter, has asked the question as to 
what it is that the American naval 
task force in particular is sup- 
posed to be doing in the Gulf." 

Addressing the opening session 
of the third round of Euro- Arab 
dialogue in Amman, the Crown 
Prince said there were four major 
questions concerning the U.S. 
presence in the Gull. 

“Is it there to protect Kuwaiti 
ships? Is it there to guarantee the 
freedom of navigation in interna- 


tional waters? Is it there to con- 
tain Iran’s war and its quest for 
hegemony over its neighbours? Is 
it there to check communist 
penetration of the region and 
limit Soviet influence?" 

In this regard. Prince Hassan 
said, one thing is clear: "It cannot 
be all these “things at the same 
time." 

"While the protection of 
KuWaiti ships is necessary and 
desirable, it becomes rather para- 


doxical to do that, and allow 
American-owned ships to be 
attacked by the Iranian Revolu- 
tionary Guards." said the Crown 
Prince. "Moreover, to guarantee 
freedom of navigation is not com- 
patible with the containment of 
the Iranian war effort since Iran 
would be able to export its oil 
without interference. Increased 
oil exports will inevitably mean 
increased revenues which’ will in 


turn lead to improvement of the 
Iranian war machine and its capa- 
bilities." he said. 

Meanwhile. Prince Hassan 
said, the American** "do not show 
the kind of resolve that would 
deter Iran from pursuing iis war 
aims for the fear of driving Iran 
into the Soviet orbit." 

The Crown Prince warned that 
the region could no longer afford 
this kind of "reactive diplomacy” 
of doing things and finding the 


explanation for it afterwards." 
and called for a "well- thought 
out. coherent and comprehensive 
policy which addresses itself to the 
problems of the region rather 
than deal with their symptoms all 
the time." 

(Continued on page 3) 

Full text of the Crown Prince’s 
speech appears on page 5 


Arab and European experts assess 
impact and future course of Gulf war 


Third round of Euro-Arab 
dialogue opens in Amman 


By Jordan Times Reporters 

AMMAN — His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan told the 
third round of Euro-Arab dia- 
logue that began Sunday to focus 
its discussions on the convergence 
of threats from regional hotspots 
rather than dwell on analysis of 
present developments in the area. 

Addressing the evening session 
of the two-day meeting, the 
Crown Prince said he was “perso- 
nally frustrated" with "the mess 
we find ourselves in terms of the 
dialogue" and with "outrageous 
ideas” by participants in the 
meeting who he said were pre- 


senting scenarios thar have "no 
bearing on reality.” 

"The issue to discuss is not a 
crystal ball viewing" of present 
situations and future scenarios, 
the Crown Prince said at a session 
that dealt with the future implica- 
tions of the Gulf war. 

He urged participants to tackle 
"the convergence of tension 
spots" in the region by linking the 
Gulf war with the A rah- Israeli 
conflict in the context of threats 
from "strategic Israel." Prince 
Hassan referred to Israel’s nuc- 
lear threat, which "is alarming to 
us in the region." 

On the Gulf war. he said the 


question that needs to be asked 
was whose interests would be 
served by the withdrawal of 
Western naval forces from the 
Gulf. "I assume, not in the in- 
terest of the Soviet Union.” the 
Crown Prince said. 

"The reality is that the Soviet 
Union is not interested in the 
fundamentalist t threat) south of 
its borders.” the Crown Prince 
told the meeting. 

Referring to recent statements 
by Iranian Parliament Speaker 
Mashemi Rjfsanjani. Prince Has- 
san said the statements were de- 
signed to "test the cracks in the 
(Continued on page 5) 


KAL jet on Baghdad-SeouS flight 
‘disappears’ with 115 aboard 


SEOUL (Agencies) — A Korean 
Air jet with 1 15 people aboard on 
a flight from the Middle East was 
missing Sunday somewhere near 
Burma and may have crashed 
into the sea or thick jungle, offi- 
cials said. 

An air operations official at 
Seoul's Kimpo international air- 
port said KAL Flight 858 from 
Baghdad to Seoul vanished with- 
out a trace and that officials were 
trying to determine what hap- 
pened. 

“It just disappeared." said one 
official. 

The four-engine Boeing 707 jet 
was carrying 95 passengers and a 
flight crew of 20. the airline said. 
AH but two of the people aboard 
were South Korean nationals, 
officials said. 

The Burmese civil aviation 
administration in Rangoon said 
the plane was over the Andaman 
sea some 240 kilometres west of 
the Burmese coastal town of 
Tavoy when contact was lost. 

Burmese officials told AP in 
Rangoon that the plane was mak- 
ing routine contact with air-traffic 
controllers at Rangoon airport 
before proceeding into Burmese 
air space when it disappeared. 

Burmese officials informed the 
South Korean government (hat a 
search operation had been laun- 


ched. but initial sweeps found 
nothing, officials in Seoul said. 

Airline officials said if ihe 
plane had gone down, it may 
have crashed in thick jungle or in 
the sea. where it would be diffi- 
cult to find. They said the plane 
was flying at 37.1*50 feet when last 
heard* from. 

A spokesman for Korean Air- 
lines in Seoul said the airliner lost 
radio contact as it approached 
Bangkok, and one KAL official 
said it could have been hijacked. 

In Bangkok, traffic controllers 
said they had had no contact with 
the plane. 

Two Burmese airliners on 
domestic flights, carrying mostly 
tourists, have crashed in the Iasi 
six months with the loss of all on 
board. 

> In Seoul, a KAL official told 
Korean Broadcasting System 
l KBS) the plane was travelling at 
such high altitude that the pilot 
should have had time to signal 
any technical failure to Bangkok. 

Some 300 anxious relatives and 
friends waited at Kimpo airport 
for word on the plane's fate. 
Crying men. women and children 
clung to each other and stared at 
the flight arrival announcement 
board.' 

KAL officials held out hope 
the plane may have tried to make 


an emergency landing in Kam- 
puchea. Laos or Vietnam 

But a KAL official told a news 
conference that the airline could 
not rule out the possibility of 
terrorism or hijacking. The offi- 
cial said the plane could have 
been forced Ivi land in a commun- 
ist nation in southeast Asia, poss- 
ibly Vietnam. 

South Korean security forces 
were put on alert Thursday after 
Japanese police in Tokyo 
arrested a suspected extremist 
who had made plans to fly to 
Seoul on Dee. 7. 

Japanese authorities identified 
the suspect as Osumu Maruoka 
and said he was a leader of the 
Red Army. 

South Korean officials said 
they ordered the alert because of 
possible attempts to disrupt the 
Dec. 16 presidential elections by 
kidnapping one or more of the 
candidates. 

The South Korean Foreign 
Ministry alerted all its embassies in 
ihe Southeast Asian region to 
help gel information on the 
plane." 

Airline officials said the South 
Korean consul general to Iraq, 
Kang Suk-Jae. and his wife were 
on the plane. He was to attend a 
routine meeting in Seoul. 






2 Home - Middle East news 


Egypt steps in to ease 
Sudan-Ethiopian tension 


KHARTOUM, Sudan (Agencies) — Egyptian Prime 
Minister Atef Sedki toid Sudanese officials Sunday 
that Egypt is trying to ease newly heightened tension 
between Sudan and Ethiopia. 


A lingering dispute between 
the north east African neighbours 
reached new heights recently 
when Khartoum charged that 
Ethiopia committed aggression 
against a Sudanese border post, 
allowing it to fall to southern 
rebels. 

Sudanese Foreign Minister 
Muamoun Sanadah said Mr. Sed- 
ki told him during a meeting that 
Egypt is concerned about the 
“stability and security of Sudan, 
especially at the Ethiopian 
border." 

He quoted Mr. Sedki as saying 
he hoped a letter from Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak to 
Ethiopian leader Mengistu Haile 
Mariam would help tamp down 
the dispute between the two. 

Sudan accused Ethiopia two 
weeks ago of providing artillery 
support during a takeover by the 
rebel Sudan People's Liberation 
Army (SPLA) of Kurmuk. a bor- 
der post 640 kilometres south east 


of Khartoum. 

A measure of Sudanese disple- 
asure over the incident was the 
cancellation on Saturday of Prime 
Minister Sadek Al Mahdi’s plan- 
ned trip to Addis Ababa for an 
extraordinary meeting of the 
Organisation of African. Unity 
(OAU). A cabinet statement said 
the cancellation was because 
Ethiopia had “participated in 
aggression against Sudan's 
sovereignty." 

Ethiopia has denied any role in 
the battle for Kurmuk. 

The two countries for years 
have accused one another of sup- 
porting rebel movements 
opposed" to the other's central 
government. 

Sudan had dramatically step- 
ped up its diplomatic campaign 
against Ethiopia, saying it would 
work the transfer from Addis 
Ababa of the OAU headquar- 
ters. 

Sudanese Trade Minister Ibra- 


him Hassan Abdul Jalii will now 
lead the Sudanese delegation to 
OAU. 

Referring to Ethiopia the 
Sudanese statement said: “Sudan 
will work for the headquarters of 
the Organisation of African Uni- 
ty to be moved to a country which 
respects the organisation's 
charter." 

Mr. Sedki has come to Khar- 
toum with two other messages 
from Mr. Mubarak to Mr. Afia- 
mad Ali Al Mirghani. president 
of Sudan's five-man Supreme 
Council acting as joint pres- 
idency. 

Speaking after two hours of 
talks between Mr. Mahdi and Mr. 
Sedki. Mr. Sanadah said 
Sudanese officials had briefed the 
Egyptian prime minister on the 
military situation following the 
capture on Nov. 12 of the town of 
Kurmuk by the rebels. 

The SPLA has been fighting 
troops in the vast, mainly animist 
and Christian south of Sudan' 
since I9S3 in a bid to overthrow 
the Khartoum government. 

The fall of Kurmuk was the 
SPLA's biggest military victory 
outside south Sudan. 


Chad reports second clash with Libya 


PARIS (R) — Chad said on 
Saturday its forces had killed 44 
Libyan troops in the second clash 
between the two countries in less 
than a week. 

A statement from the central 
African country's Paris embassy 
said three Chadian soldiers died 
in the clash, which breached a 
ceasefire agreed on Sept. 11. 

Chad said men from Libya's 
Islamic Legion, made up mostly 
of troops from various African 
nations, had entered Chad from 
Sudan. 

Chad, armed by France and the 

Church 
believes 
Waite is 
still alive 

LONDON ( R ) - The 
Archbishop of Canterbury's 
office said on Sunday it believed 
special envoy Terry’ Waite was 
still alive, in months after he 
disappeared in Lebanon on a 
mission to negotiate the release 
of hostages. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Church of England's leader at 
Lambeth Palace said she was 
encouraged by statements of a 
French Hostage released in Beirut 
on Friday that he had heard 
English voices during his cap- 
tivity. 

No group has claimed responsi- 
bility "for kidnapping Waite. 


United States, said the dash took 
place on Friday near the settle- 
ment of Amtandoussa in the Goz- 
Beida region, a sparsely popu- 
lated area near the Sudanese 
border. 

A Chadian statement on Tues- 
day also reported fighting near 
the Sudanese border Libya de- 
nied there had been a clash. 

The official Chadian press have 
warned of a major new outbreak 
of fighting, accusing Coi. Miiam- 
marQadhafi of massing troops 
for an attack. 

Col. Qadhafi. whose troops 


were driven out of northern Chad 
earlier this year, has denied plans 
to attack his southern neighbour 
and accused Paris and Washing- 
ton of stirring up trouble. 

Diplomatic observers have pre- 
dicted the ceasefire arranged by 
the Organisation of Africa'n Uni- 
ty (OAU) will not hold as Libya 
and Chad have failed to resolve 
their dispute over the Aouzou 
Strip border region. 

Chadian President Hissene 
Habre has vowed to regain con- 
trol of the border strip now occu- 
pied by Libya. 


19th U.S. Gulf convoy 
passes through Hormuz 


TAMPA. Florida (R) — The 
19th U.S. Navy escort of re- 
registered Kuwaiti tankers moved 
safely. .through the Strait of Hor- 
muz, and out of the Gulf, the U.S. 
Defence Department said. 

A statement by the U.S. Cen- 
tral Command Headquarters in 
Tampa said two liquefied gas 
carriers, the Gas Queen and Gas 
Prince, and the product carrier 
Townsend, were accompanied by 
the frigates USS Elrod ana 
Thach. The convoy began its 
southbound journey from waters 
off Kuwait on Nov. 23. 

The statement said the trip was 
uneventful with no unusual Ira- 
nian air or surface activity. 

Meanwhile Tehran Radio said 
on Sunday a Kuwaiti oil tanker 
which used the name of a Roma- 
nian vessel in an attempt to 
escape attacks in the Gulf last 


week also flew a West German 
flag. 

Gulf shipping sources said Ira- 
nian Navy vessels fired on the 
66.652-tonne Kuwait tanker 
Umm Al Jathatheel off Dubai 'On 
Thursday after getting close 
enough to see its original name 
under the newly-painted word. 
Dacia — the name of a Romanian 
tanker at drydock in Romania 3t 
the time. 

Tehran Radio, monitored in 
Nicosia, quoted an informed 
source at rhe Iranian Navy as 
saving Iran’s naval units shadow- 
ing the Umm Al Jathatheel saw 
the West German flag raised on 
it. 

Iran has singled out Kuwaiti 
vessels for attack because of the 
emirate's backing of Iraq in the 
Gulf war. 
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15:30 Koran 
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mes 

J6:45 Jounicvs M Art 
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18:10 Arabic yencs 

11:00 Message ffniii Oman 

19:10 Local programme 

19;40 Programme review 
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TODAY'S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


ft Turkish products exhibition at the 
Housing Bjnk Centre. 

ft An exhibition of watercolour paint- 
ings of Jordan and Egypt by Martin 
Savage al the Petra Bank Gallery — 
Wadi Saqra (until Nov. 3U to Dec. 5) 

ft An exhibition of watercolours of 
Amman. Suit. Jerash and Petra by 
British w atcrcolcurish Mary Jose ut the 
Gallery of the Jordan Intercontinental 
Hotel (until Nov. 3M) 

* Soviet hook exhibition at the Profes- 
sional Associations Complex in 
Shmeisani {until Nov. 3*11. 

EUROPEAN WEEK 


ft A European Film festival jnd an 
exhibition ol photographs and posters 
ul the Koval Cultural Centre tunlil 
Dec. It: ' 

Tonight's film: "A Room with a View" 
(U.K’.I al .S:llfl p.m 

FILMS 

ft "Patilitli a 'J.'i plate" at K:(HJ p.m. at 
the French Cultural Centre. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 


Rox.ilCuliuraK'enirc .. Tel 

American Centre 

American Centre library .... 

British Council .... 

French Cull urai Centre 

Goethe Institute 

Soviet Cultural Centre 

Spanish Cultural Centre . 

Turkish Cultural Centre 

Maya A ns Centre 

1 lussein Youth Citv 

Y.W.C.A : 

Y.W.M.A 

Amman Municipal Library .. 
Univ. of Jordan Library ...... 

MUSEUMS 


661026/7 
.. 644571 
.. 0415211 
63M47/S 
.. h37IKN 
.. 04IW93 
.. (44203 
.. 6’Jim 

.. 659777 
665195 
667181/6 
.. 641793 
.. 664251 
..637H1 

.. 843555 


“Children's Heritage and Science 
Museum" Fun and knowledge for all 
ages, plus a small plan curium al the 


Hava Arts Centre. Open all week V;l»i 
j.ni. - 1:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. - 6:1*1 

P .m. Closed on Friday. 

olklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Alsu mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash (4th to ISih 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.UH a.m. -5 p.m. 
Year-round. Tel. 65I7N). 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jobal Al Qal’a 
(Citadel Hill). Opening hours: 9.00 
a. ni. -5.1*1 p.m. (Friday's and official 
holiduvs 10.01) a.m. to 4.00 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Galkry: Contains a 
collection of paintings, ceramics, and 
sculptures by contemporary Islamic 
artists from most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a collection of paintings by 
1Hh Century orientalist artists. Muma- 
zah. Jahal Luwcihdch. Opening hours: 
ItJ.l*) a.m. - 1.3*1 p.m. and J.t’Sj p.m.- 
6.00 p.m. Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 
oMUZs. 

Martyrs' Memorial (Military 
Museum): Collection of miliiar'v 
memurahrlia dating trem the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports Cily. Amman. 
Opening hours 93*1 j.m.'-4.t*l p.m. 
Closed Saturdays. Tel 664240. 


CHURCHES 


St. Joseph Church l Roman Catholic) 
Jahal Amman. Tel. 6245 k t. 

Church of the Annunciation (Roman 
Catholic) JahjJ Luweibdeh. Tel. 
65744(1. 

De la Salle Church (Roman Calhnlie) 
Jahal Hussein. Tel. hbl757. 
Terravanta Church (Roman Catholic). 
Jahal Luweihdeh. m.Lss in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Salurday al 5:30 
p.m Tel. 622366 

Church of (hr Annunciation (Greek 
OrthiHJoxI Abdalt. Tel. 623541. 
Anglican Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer! Jahal Amman. Tel. 615383. 
chaplain's residence tel. 6013.59. 
Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafieh, 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashra- 
fich. Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church (Svrian Onhn- 
doxl Ashrafieh. Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church (Intcr- 
dcnontmaimal): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani. Tel. 
67/534. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church l Church 
of the Go.*! Shepherd) Amman. Aru- 
hic Service: Sundae 7 p.m. Rev N. 
SmirKI 1295. 
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France, 

Arab World 
open joint 
cultural 
centre today 

PARIS (R) — France and the 
Arab World will cement years of 
close relations when President 
Francois Mitterrand on Monday 
opens a vast joint cultural centre 
designed to bring Islam and 
Europe closer together. 

France's contribution to the 
cost of the Institute of the Arab 
World is seen as the crowning of 
more than 25 years of friendly 
contacts with Arab states since its 
last North African colony, Al|er- 
ia. became independent in 1961. 

The building, which looks over 
Paris from its site on the banks of 
the River Seine, cost 341 million 
francs (S72 million) to build. 
France met 60 per cent of the bill. 

The rest was financed by 20 
Arab countries including former 
French colonies as well as Libya, 
Syria, and Iraq. 

The centre, designed to show 
the best of European and Islamic 
architecture, houses a large lib- 
rary and will host exhibitions of 
Arab culture. 

“We are proud of the insti- 
tute's originality, its beauty and i 
its practicality." Paul Carton, the 
president of the institute, told a 
news conference. j 

"The library and computer sys- j 
tern offer information in French j 
and Arabic. It is a unique founda- 
tion which will allow closer links 
to develop between Europe and 
the Arab World," he said. 

Mr. Carton's brother, Marcel, 
is one of three French hostages in 
Beirut, where he has been held 
since March, 1985. 

Mr. Carton said the building 
had been widely praised ahead o“f 
the opening for its imaginative 
blend of European and Islamic 
architectural styles. 

Facing into the heart of the 
French capital, the front of the 
building is dominated by a cylin- 
drical tower of plain white mar- 
ble. The tower is based on the. 
minarets which stud the skylines 
of Muslim cities. 

A second facade which looks 
over an inner courtyard is fronted 
by a wall of glass patterned with 
the : delicate ’tracery - of- Islamic 
windows-. * 

But architect Jean Nouvel said 
a Western touch of hi-tech had 
been added to the wall of win- 
dows. : 

The intricate patterns are made 
of rings and strips of metal fixed 
to light-sensitive equipment. 

Nouvel said he and a 10-strong 
team of architects who have 
worked on the project since 1981 
wanted to combine Islamic ele- 
gance with the functional simplic- 
ity of Western design. 

"Its symbolism and its mod- 
ernity are based on a current 
interpretation of the history of 
these two civilisations," he 
added. 


U.S. Navy ship tries plan for missile attack 


ABOARD USS RICHMOND 
K. TURNER IN THE GULF 
( AP) — Lessons learned in the 
disasters that befell the British 
destroyer Sheffield in the Falk- 
land Islands war and the Amer- 
ican frigate Stark in the Gulf are 
being tested aboard other U.S. 
warships facing the daily threat of 
missile aitack. 

Known in naval parlance as 
“mass conflagration," the 
emergency drill varies from ship 
to ship, but overall it reflects navy 
recognition that sea warfare has 
changed dramatically from the 
World War II days of iron bombs 
and torpedoes. 

The focus is on what happens 
in a missile attack, such as that 
which wrecked the Sheffield, kill- 
ing 20 crewmen, during Britain's 
1982 war with Argentina, and the 
Stark incident last May 17 in 
which an Iraqi warplane hit the 
frigate by mistake, killing 37 crew 
members. 

In both cases the French-built 
Exocet missiles struck amidships, 
wreaking havoc in vital areas. In 
the chaos, fire-fighting teams 
were driven out by fast-spreading 
flames feeding on unspent missile 
fuel. 

Sheffield was so badly dam- 
aged that the ship had to be 


scuttled. The Stark’s crew man- 
aged to save their frigate. 

“The two events have helped 
spur development of defensive 
weapons such as Phalanx, a com- 
puterised gatling-gun that can 
stop an incoming missile with a 
siream of radar-guided shells at 
3,000 rounds a minute. 

Meanwhile, missile attack sur- 
vival has become a fixture of 
periodic “refresher training" for 
warships at San Diego and Guan- 
tanamo Bay Naval Base in Cuba. 

"They don't have a plan," said 
Turner's engineer. Lt.-Comman- 
der William“Tyler, of Charleston. 
S.C. “They just ask “what would 
vou do?’ and you’re supposed to 
come up with the answers." 

The 8.200-ton Turner was one 
of the first ships in the post-Stark 
buildup to know well before leav- 
ing the United States that it was 
headed for the Gulf. That gave it 
about three months to work on 
the "mass conflagration" plan. 

Senior officers say the result is 
unique in calling for the crew to 
"evacuate" missile-damaged 
areas and organise the recovery 
effort from outside, rather than 
trying to battle the flames amid 
early“ confusion. 

Based on study of the Sheffield 
and Stark, the plan assumes: 


— A missile most likely will hit Charleston. South Carolina, caj- 
amidships. inflicting casualties led a “ship attack profile." 
and crippling communications, veered off seconds before the 
Computer models show this a 70 cruiser was to launch its anti- 
to 80 per cent probability. Lt. aircraft missiles. 

Tyler said. Just a day earlier the Turner 

— The explosive warhead will had tested its missile emergency 
do less damage than the unspent plan while plowing through roll- 
fuel, “something we never heard ing seas 160 miles north of where 
of before Sheffield,” he said- He the Stark was attacked. 
ca|led it a myth thai the British As be ,| s rang and a voi 
ship had an aluminum siiperstruc- shou[ed .. maiS conflagration," 
jure that caused it to burn fierce- over [he intercom . t * he CTew 

ly. You re talking about a fire •• evacuaIe <j" the central section 
thats 3 0U0 degrees and that s of the ship . fire _ fightin 

enough to melt a steel deck, he an£ j emergency gear and gather- 

sa,d ‘ -m. ut . 4 * -It B ine on the bow and the Fantail. 

The blast and fire will effec- *\viihin minutes they were orga- 
lively cut the ship in two isolai- nised int0 teams< h J pumps £ d 
mg survivors at either end. The |, oses workinc, and established 
?9t>-foot Turner divides iiself ab- „;i M ,; nn c v,., 


out halfway and has extra pumps 
and other emergency gear on the 
decks. 

Lt. Tyler said the Sheffield and 
Stark crews initially were driven 
out by the fires, and already 
exhausted from smoke and effort 
when they regrouped for a second 
tr>- 

Maximum alerts occur daily m 
the northern Gulf where Iraqi 
warplanes are active. On Thank- 
sgiving Day, three Iraq F-l Mir- 
ages in what the Turner's com- 
mander. Capt. John D. Luke, of 


Armitage: Soviets may join embargo on Iran 

WASHINGTON (R) — The fluence in the Gulf rapidly by The Reagan administration has 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Soviet Union may eventually join 
a proposed United Nations arms 
embargo against Iran, a top U.S. 
Defence Department official has 
said. 

Richard Armitage. assistant 
secretary of defence for interna- 
tional affairs, said Moscow's 
stance in the seven-year-old Iran- 
Iraq war would be a major topic 
at next month's summit between 
President Reagan and Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev. 

The two leaders are scheduled 
to meet in Washington from Dec. 
7-10 during which they are ex- 
pected to sign an accord eliminat- 
ing medium-range nuclear mis- 
siles. 

"I happen to believe that the 
Soviets eventually will be forced 
to join in an (arms) embargo." 
against Iran, Mr. Armitage told 
the Cable News Network (CNN). 

"They're losing friends and in- 


fluence in the Gulf rapidly by 
their duplicitous policy,” he said. 
“It’s very difficult to force the 
Soviet llnion but I think events 
will lead them to believe that they 
have to come abroad." 

Moscow, one of the five 
permanent members of the U.N, 
Security Council, has objected to 
a U.S.-sponsored international 
arms embargo against Tehran. 

Mr. Armitage said Moscow 
was the principal supplier of arms 
to Iraq. “yet... the major foot- 
dragger on trying to bring the war 
to a“close ...and acting, as it were, 
on behalf of Iran." 

Mr. Armitage was referring to 
reports the Soviet Union was 
quietly cementing ties with 
Tehran in an effort to increase 
tensions between the United 
Slates and Iran to win a strategic 
edge in the Gulf, where U.S. 
warships are protecting Kuwaiti 
tankers againsr Iranian attack. 


Iona pressed its Western allies to 
end arms sales to Iran, although 
the president last year secretly 
shipped weapons to Tehran in ah 
effort to free Americans held 
hostage by pro-Iranian forces in 
Lebanon. 

Mr. Armitage said he did not 
expect Mr. Gorbachev to agree to 
the arms embargo during the 
summit, the third between the 
two leaders. 

But he said His Majesty King 
Hussein was planning a trip to 
Moscow immediately following 
the summit and was likely to push 
for Soviet cooperation in an arms 
embargo against Iran. 

Asked whether a deal might be 
worked out at that time. Mr. 
Armitage replied: “l think that 
Gorbachev will hear very serious- 
ly from King Hussein about the 
foibles of their policy in the Mid- 
dle East and the Gulf." 


Iran scandal worse than Watergate — Carter 


WASHINGTON (R) - Former' 
President Jimmy Carter called, 1 
the Iran-contra scandal worse, 
than Watergate but said it should 
be presumed that President 
Reagan did not know the full 
details. 

In a taped television interview 
with British personality David 
Frost aired in the United States 
on Saturday night, Mr. Carter 
said the Watergate scandal that 
led to President Richard Nixon's 
resignation in 1974 was caused by 
the“ “relatively insignificant 
crime" of a break-in at the 
Democratic Party offices. 

He said the scandal over the 
secret sale of arms to Iran and 
diversion of profits to contra re- 
bels in Nicaragua was much more 


serious and ’“has - damaged our 
nation in the • Mrdeast-Arabian 
•Gulf area, and internally as 
well." 

Mr. Carter said Congress, the 
media and the public had not 
wanted to pursue the issue 
against Mr. Rergan himself. He 
said he fully . : 'proved of this 
"protection" of the presidency. 

"I don’t think it would be 
beneficial to our country or to the 
office of the president to pursue it 
any further, and I think that we 
will never know in the near fu- 
ture. how much Col. North and 
Adm. Poindexter actually shared 
with President Reagan. And we 
ought to just presume that he 
didn’t know anything about it and 
let it go," Mr. Carter said. 


National Security Adviser John 
Poindexter and his aide Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Oliver North were 
key figures in the Iran affair. 

Frost's interview with Mr. Car- 
ter. and separate interviews with 
Mr. Reagan and former President 
Gerald Ford, is launching a 13- 
part series on U.S. 1988 presiden- 
tial candidates. 

Questioned by Frost on the 
Iran-contra affair. Mr. Reagan 
repeated that "I did not see this 
as trading arms for hostages." A 
reference to U.S. hostages held in 
Lebanon by groups influenced by 
Iran's Muslim fundamentalists. 

Mr. Ford faulted Mr. Reagan 
for allowing his National Security 
Council to engage in covert op- 
erations. 


the Stark was attacked. 

As bells rang and a voice 
shouted “mass conflagration," 
over the intercom, the crew 
“evacuated" the central section 
of the ship, taking fire-fighting 
and emergency gear and gather- 
ing on the bow and the fantail. 

Within minutes they were orga- 
nised into teams, had pumps and 
hoses working, and established 
new communications by using - f .»T 
rifles to fire telephone lines to a |jO ‘ * 
central point on the signal bridge, v ? 
where a team linked them -.r-li 
together. flU 

Despite balky pumps and other 
minor problems. Capt. Luke said 
the 30-minute drill showed that 
time can be gained, not lost, by 
sealing off damaged spaces to 
contain fire and smoke as much 
as possible, then regrouping with 
available leadership and man- 
power for a counter-attack on the 
fire. 

ITS. - , 

reportedly 
rejects base : v - 
in Kuwaiti 
waters 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Reagan administration has 
turned down an unpublicised 
offer from Kuwait to set up a 
floating naval base inside Kuwaiti 
territorial waters, the Washing- 
ton Post reported on Sunday. 

The Post, quoting a know- 
ledgeable official in “the region. — 
said the administration apparent- ,1 T \ 
ly feared it would be unable to ”\ / < . 

E rotect any such base from attack 
y Iran's land-based Silkworm-”': • 
missiles. *’• 

The U.S. stance, according to 
the paper, has prompted some 
Kuwaiti officials to question 
whether Washington is trying to 
disengage itself from any commit- 
ment to defend Kuwaiti territory 
from direct aitack by Iran. 

It said Kuwait had offered to 
moor an ocean-going barge be- 
tween its main oil port and the 
entrance to the port channel. 

The facility, described ‘“as big 
as a football field,” would have 
held U.S. Navy supplies, 
ammunition, spares, fuel and 
other stores critical to the U.S. 
warships escorting re-registered 
Kuwaiti tankers since July, the 
Post said. 

As of last month, the United 

States had two operational sea 

bases in the Gulf consisting of 
large ocean-going barges, also the' 
size of football fields. A Senate 
staff report said both barges were 
provided by Kuwait. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This inloimutinn ;s supplied hi K, >yal 
Jordanian (RJl information "depart- 
ment .it ihe Queen Alia International 
Airpi'n Tel. ( ilfil .\t_jtWo. nherv it 
should always he i crihcJ. 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


PRAYER TIMES 


.... Fajr 

I Sunrise l Dubj 

Dhuhr 

- A-f 

Maghreb 

tvhij 


09:15 


01:20 

LimacutRJ ) 

09:30 

CjImIRJ) 

09:30 . ... 


09:30 

Muscat. Duhai (KJ) 

09:40 

Sana a. Jeddah |KJ) 

09:50 

DhuhruntKJ) 

16:45 

..Cairn IKJl 

17:55 . . 

CasJhtanea. Tunis (RJ) 

18:45 . . . 


23:55 

Baghdadi RJl 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

09:20 

Sana'allHi 

09:3S 

Cain* IMS) 

12:00 . .. , 

. .. Muscat. Bahraini OF) 

13:40 

Kuwait 1 KU) 

17:30 

Baghdad OA) 


MONEY EXCHANGE 
Sunday rates 

Local sell bus rates in tils 

franc ifv 97. 7 

Dutch Guilder I79i IS 13 

French' franc 5**’ 5i S 

Italian lirj 27.2’ 27.7 

Japanese yen (fur lull .... 241.2; 253.5 

Swedish ti-mn ... 55. J/ 5« 2 

Swisvlranc 245 I' 246.3 

U K •.lerlinc pound 60.V 612.7 

U.S. dollar 332.7. .337.2 

W. German mark 2«)l 3 2IW.4 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman uovcmuratc M9I22X 

Amman Civil Defence 1«S. 1*N 

Civil Defence Irhid .... 271295.273131 

Civil Defence Quwcivmch 770733 

Civil Defence Deir Alla 573U6 

Ambulance 193. 7751 1 1 

Amman duwniimn fire hrieadc .. . IVK 

First aid 630341 

Blond Bank 77K3U3 

Civil Detente rescue 661 1 1 1 

Fire headquarters h22oin-3 

Peil ice rescue 1 92. 62 III 1 . 6.37777 

Police headquarters 6.39141 

T raffle pi dice K963KV | 

Electric Power fn. 636381/4. 62488 1 
Municipal uaier complaints 771 12505 
Queen Alia Inil. Airport |0S)53.i30/6t) 


... . Baghdad I AF ) 

DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

07:00 Au.ih.it KJ) 

I IHK) .... Amsterdam. New y »rk I RJ ) 

1 1 Paris (RJ) 

11:45 Vienna, tfioen. Li's Angeles 
(RJ) 

12:15 .... Frankfurt. Copenhagen l RJ) 

I2:J0 Cairo IK!) 

1^:30 Kuwait i KJ) 

19^0 Bahrain. Doha I KJ) 

19:55 Baghdad ( RJ ) 

20*0 . Jeddah iKJl 

20:45 Ahu Dhahi. Duhai iRJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


Cairo. London i BA I 

•• Frankfurt fill) 

Cairo (Mb) 

Bahrain (OF) 

Kuwait) kU) 

Baghdad tIA) 

PanstAF) 


HOSPITALS 

J lusx in Medical Centre XI 3XI3/32 

Rhiihdi Maternity. J. Amn ... (4428 1 At 
Akikh Malernnv. J. Amn.... t>42 441/2 

Jahal Amman Muierntlv 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 6.«6l4t) 

Palestine. Shmeisani 6h4|7j/4 

Shmeisani Hospital wwi.vl 

University I lospital 84.5X45 

AI Muashcr Hospital 667227/*) 

The Islamic. AhJali hoot J7 - 37 

AI-Ahli.AhJ.ili 604164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhauton ... 777ltM'3 

Al- Bashir J. AJiralieh 77511 106 

Army. Marks X9{6| |-I 5 

Oueen Alia Hospital rtl224U'5tl 

Amal Hospital 674155 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Adel Issa Amman S12I48 

Dr. Awni A I Huwumdch 777665 

Dr. Yousef Rashcd 896301 

Dr. MounirQaquish WWW 

Firas pharmacy 6&I912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 787336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

TAXIS: 

kayvali taxi 636730 

Taxina laxi M4MO 

Tamer taxi 66646? 

Raehdan taxi 842400 

Rauah taxi 736428 

Saycl taxi 776131 

IRB1D: 

Dr. Ahdul Rahim Muharkeh .. 244557 
Al Hadaf pharmacy (— ) 


ZAROA: 

Dr. Ali mm Haddad 



Rami pharmacy . 


985550 

I-) 


GENERAL 

Jordan Television 7731 i 1/19 

Radio Jordan 774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism 642311 

Hotel complaints 666+1- 

Price complaints 661 1 7jj 

Telephone Information j- 

Jordan and Middle East calls W 

Overseas calls 1 j 

Repair service H 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

1 1 will be fair. *iih Ihe appearance of 
medium and high clouds, winds will he 
.sfluihcti.xicrly moderate. In Aq.iba. 
winds will he northerly moderate and 
calm seas. 


MARKET PRICES 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valiev .... 


Min ./max. temp. 

12 / 22 

14/27 

7 ■' 22 

14 /2K 


Yesterday's high tern pe mu res: Am- 
man 21. Aauha 2b. Humidilv rendima: 
Amman 3t* per cum. Aqaba 3ti per 


* P nt “ L ' ,n 

Apple (different kinds) .... 

Apple I French) 

Banana 

Banana (Mukammarl ... 

Bcaas 

Beans (broad) 

Beetroot 

Cahhagc 

Carrol 

Cauliflower 

Cucumlvri *** *"***" 

Dates (by.\) 

Eggplant (large) 

tggpbnl (small) 

Grapefruit .*"* 


Bis per ke. 
... 3181/2511 
. . 4(8) ; 55o 
... 350/ 3181 
... 3011/240 

... 140/ 100 
... 600/ 51X1 
. 150/100 
... 1181 1 70 
... 300 / 250 
... y 0/ 60 

... 260/3X1 
.. 120/100 
.... 6U/ 30 
... 120/ B0 
... 450 '350 
... 130/100 


Guava 

Lemon 

Mandarin 

Marrow 

Olive (green) 

Olive (black) 

Onion (dry) 

Oranges (Abu surra) . 
Oranges (Shammouti) 

Pepper thou 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 

Raddish 

Spinach 

Tomatoes 

Turnip 


.. 2U/2BI 
.. 120/ SO 
.. I2(W ffl 
.. 100/ 70 
.. 800 / 71*1 
.. 650 / 550 
.. 100/70 
.. 250/200 
.. 170/120 
.. 131/ 

.. 100/ SU 

., 250 / 200 

... 80/ 50 
.. 100 f 50 
... 90/ 50 





il'N. 



Home news 

Saqqaf in Cairo, preparing 
for higher committee talks 


CAIRO (J.T.) — A Jordanian 
delegation led by the Under 
Secretary of the Ministry of In- 
dustry, Trade and Supply 
Mohammad Saqqaf arrived here 
on Sunday to prepare the ground 
for the meeting of the Joint Jorda- 
nian-Egyptian Higher 
Committee due to open on 
Thursday, under the co-chair- 
manship of the prime ministers of 
both countries. 

. Mr. Saqqaf said in a statement 
• that the Egyptian and Jordanian 
sides will discuss aspects of coop- 
eration in education, economic 
and social development, trans- 
port. tourism and industry. They 


W. Germany to grant aid 
for rural development 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The West 
German government is to grant 
Jordan technical assistance for 
the development of rural regions, 
in accordance with memoranda 
on cooperation in technical fields 
signed by the two sides here on 
Sunday. 

Under the memoranda. West 
Germany will dispatch experts 
and equipment for improving the 


living conditions of people in the 
ruraf regions of the Zarqa River 
Basin and will offer training for 
Jordanian personnel who will 
then replace the German experts. 

The memoranda were signed 
by Minister of Agriculture Mar- 
wan Hmoud and £>r. Herwig Bar- 
tels, West Germany's ambassa- 
dor to Jordan. 



ordan, Mosul universities 
■^k'^sfen exchange programme 

Wdti AMMAN (Petra) — The Uni- The two sides aereed to 


dlj AMMAN 

+ versity of Jordan on Sunday 

\ UlfK signed an executive programme 

•- with the Mosul University of 

\ . Iraq, implementing their bilateral 

• agreement on educational and 

■ cultural cooperation. 

• ' The programme provides for 

. bilateral exchanges of teachers in 
all specialisations, conducting 
... joint scientific research and hold" 
jag seminars at the two universi- 
' . ties. 


accept 

students for post-graduate studies 
at either university, exchange 
publications and student visits and- 
encourage the holding of scout 
camps. “ . 

The executive programme was 
signed by Dr. Abdul Salam A1 
Mafali and Dr. Abdullah Al 
Khashab. presidents of the Uni- 
versity of Jordan and Mosul Uni- 
versity, respectively. 


UNR WA nurses obtain 
community health training 


-AMMAN — The Health Depart- 
ment of the United Nations Re- 
lief and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA) headquarters here on 
Slipway commenced a workshop 
.“milled •■Orientation for Coqf I 
muniry. Health pursing," spon- • 
‘sbrcdj. jointly by. UNRWA aptf : 
Save 'the Children Fund. 

The week-long workshop aims 
at strengthening the knowledge 
and skills of "the senior staff 
nurses in the area of community 
health nursing and at enabling 
senior nurses to plan, implement 
and supervise community nursing 
activities. 

The emphasis will be on 
mother and child health care uti- 


lising a community nursing pro- 
cess. 

The workshop sessions will be 
held in Beqaa refugee camp, to 
facilitate concurrent practical ex- 
ercise in the community, and to 
..benefit from the experience of 
UNRWA's Community Health 
Nursing programme. 

The Jordan Field pioneered in 
1983 bv introducing the program- 
me into its health services. 

Participating in the workshop 
will be senior nurses from UN- 
RWA's fields of operations, 
namely: Jordan, Syria, Lebanon 
and the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza. 


HONE 


Flame Graphic Arts 


Find out for yourself 


Call Tel: 647633-646956 


Rl<$ 


INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATION 
VACANCY NOTICE 

An International Organization based in Amman 
requires the services of a young, energetic and 
dynamic person for the post of an Assistant Informa- 
tion and Communication Officer. The candidate for 
this post should be a Jordanian national with degree 
in Journalism, Communications or Social Sciences; 4 
- 5 years professional experience in the fields of 
communications, mass media or journalism. The 
candidate should have an excellent command of 
written and spoken Arabic and English. Knowledge 
of French is highly desirable. 

Main duties will be as follows: 

1. Assistance in the preparation of written and 
audio-visual materials in Arabic and English, and 
preferably in French also. 

2. Maintaining close relations with the local and 
. international media in Jordan. 

Monthly Salary: Net 527 - 731 (according to 
qualification and experience) plus other benefits. 

Candidates meeting these requirements 
should apply in writing to the Personnel 
Section, P.O. Box 811721, Amman, Jordan by 
not later than December 15, 1987. 
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will make plans for future joint 
projects. 

Following the meetings, the 
two sides will sign the minutes of 
their deliberations, in addition to 
a prorocol on bilateral trade and 
trade deals, amounting in value 
to S25U million. 

Also on Sunday, Director of 
the Jordan Cement Factories 
Company Khaldoun Al Thaher 
^ft tor Cairo to hold talks with 
Egyptian officials on renewal of a 
contract for selling cement to 
Egypt, in accordance with the 
provisions of a deal previously 
concluded between the two coun- 
tries. 


Road accidents symposium reviews 
papers covering all aspects of problem 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — A symposium 
on the prevention of road acci- 
dents continued here on Sunday 
with the participants discussing 
several working papers at two 
separate sessions. 

The first paper, on Jordan's 
legislation on traffic and roads 
issued in 1984, covered all mat- 
ters dealing with the imposition 
of fines and penalties for traffic 
violations, vehicle testing and im- 
posing speed limits. 

The second paper dealt with 
the causes of road accidents and 
the role of drivers, as well as the 
condition of roads. The paper 
also touched on the role of insur- 
ance companies which deal with 
compensation for accidents 
caused when drivers violate traf- 
fic regulations. 

In addition, the paper recom- 
mended an increase in public 
awareness campaigns on die use 
of safety belts on" highways and 


the setting up of road signs to 
guide drivers at night, as well as 
during the day. 

The second session reviewed 
five working papers, the first of 
which covered first aid and 
medical care for road accident 
victims and the role of the civil 
defence services' on the road. 

The paper attributed the in- 
creased number of accidents, on 
the road to speeding. It also 
named the health ministry as one 
of the departments responsible 
for rescuing victims and offering 
aid to the injured. 

One of the five papers covered 
the involvement of the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
which, it said, draw's attention to 
the dangers of the road and holds 
seminars and conferences to deal 
with the problem of road acci- 
dents. 

Another paper dealt with road 


accidents in Egypt and how this 
problem has grown over the years 
there. The paper said tha’t S8 
persons in Egypt are either killed 
or injured on the road daily. 

The paper said that the Ismailia 
region witnesses a great number 
of these accidents, since Ismailia 
lies on the main road linking 
Cairo with the rest of Egypt. 

Meanwhile, a specialised semi- 
nar on road maintenance con- 
tinued here on Sunday. The 
week-long seminar, which 
opened on Saturday, is discussing 
road specifications and mainte- 
nance, road designs and impedi- 
ments to traffic flow in the 
country. 

Deputy Mayor of Amman Mr. 
Ismail Armouti opened the semi- 
nar at the Greater Amman Muni- 
cipality by referring to the muni- 
cipality's efforts to upgrade the 
condition of roads. 


Education Ministry says new regulations aim 
to allow students to benefit from holidays 


AMMAN t J.T. I — Ministry of 
Education Secretary-General 
Radi Al Waqfi said on Sunday 
that recent regulations on school 
examinations and holidays for the 
1987-1988 scholastic year were 
aimed at allowing the students to 
benefit more from their holidays. 
In an exclusive interview with the 
Jordan News Agency’, Petra. Dr. 
Waqfi gave the following reasons 
for the new arrangements issued 
on Nov. 23. 

He said that the regulations 
will allow the concerned school 
authorities to arrange for special 
camps for students, helping them 
to widen their scopes of "know- 
ledge. 

He said that camps will be held 
on a permanent basis in Dibbin, 
Aqaba. North Shuneh and 
Karameh. where the students will 
also have the chance to carry out 
voluntary work. 

•The new regulations shortening 
the summer holiday, which pre- 
viously lasted for three months, is 
intended to avoid cutting students 
off from school life for a long 
period, according to Dr. Waqfi. 
Under the new regulations, 

students will have only two 
months for summer vacation — 
from June IS until, Aug. 17. in- 
stead of the entire months of 
June, July and August, as was the 
previous "arrangement. 

The new arrangements desig- 
nate a three-week holiday after 
the first-term examination in De- 


cember. and another two-week 
holiday after the mid-term ex- 
amination in the spring. 

Dr. Waqfi said that the camps 
and school outings, which the 
ministry will arrange for the stu- 
dents. will allow them the chance 
to get to know the Jordanian 
environment and Jordan's va- 
rious economic and tourist sites 
and projects and. thus, foster 
their sense of belonging to their 
country and nation. 

He said the camps would allow 
students to spend days among 
friends away from the home 
atmosphere, thus preparing them 
for future life, in addition to 
making them accustomed to out- 
door activity. 

According to Dr. Waqfi, the 
ministry has made arrangements 
for students to sit for their gener- 
al examinations, such as (he taw- 
jihi. at their own schools, so as to 
alleviate their fears about these 
exams. The ministry is also 


appointing teachers o/ the same 


schools to invigilate examination 
sessions and supervise the stu- 
dents' work. 

Under the regulation passed last 
week, tawjihi examinations will 
be held on every other day rather 
than daily, to aiiow students more 
time to study. 

The ministry's director of 
education. Khaled Al Sheikh, 
said that under the new arrange- 
ments, supervisors will increase 
their visits to schools and arrange 
for more class periods to be given 
to students to make up for the 
absence of teachers. 

in an interview on Jordan Tele- 
vision, Minister of Education 
Thouqan Hindawi said that the 
amendments were made in re- 
sponse to recommendations of 
the National Conference on 
Education, which received great 
attention and full support from 
His Majesty King Hussein and 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. 


RJGC to supply schools 
with educational tools 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
df Education and the Royal 
Jordanian Geographic Centre 
(RJGC) on Sunday signed an 
agreement on cultural coopera- 
tion, which provides for the 
RJGC to make maps and atlases 


for schools and to promote the 
skills of teachers in teaching so- 
cial studies. 

According to the protocol, the 
RJGC will" assist in organising 
seminars and workshops for 
teachers. 


Jordan has world’s second 
highest fertility rate — Hamzeh 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — With an average of 7.38 children per 
mother, Jordan has the second highest total average 
fertility rate in the world, topped only by Kenya, 
according to Minister of Health Zaid Hamzeh. 


During his address to the Sun- 
day opening of a seminar on child 
spacing and its effect on the 
health of both mother and child. 
Dr. Hamzeh said that, on the 
average, women with no school- 
ing give birth to nine children: 
women with primary education, 
6.1 children: and women with 
secondary education. 3.2 chil- 
dren. 

"Family planning is no longer a 
taboo subject. It is not a crime if 
we guide Jordanian mothers on 
how" to raise healthy and happy 
babies. We want healthy babies 
and happy children, not just a lot 
of children. Our aim is the health 
of mothers and children, and we 
have the necessary means to 
help." Dr. Hamzeh told the first 
seminar held on this topic in 
Jordan. 

The seminar is sponsored by 
the General Federation of Jorda- 
nian Women. 

Dr. Hamzeh said he was shock- 
ed when he firsi joined the 
Health Ministry and found that 
its departments were not con- 
vinced of the importance child 
spacing projects and that the sub- 
ject was treated as taboo. "Bui. 
fortunately, now we can speak 
openly, and all those who are 
aware of the importance of family 
planning and organisation share 
the same opinion." he said. 

The minister stressed the im- 
rtunce of mother and child 
ealth care services provided by 
the ministry, and tneir import- 
ance worldwide, saying that these 
services are considered as prim- 
ary health care. 

"He said there are 115 mother 
and child care cenrres around the 
Kingdom, mostly in rural areas. 
The centres provide services, 
such as: screenine pregnant 
women to identify those at high 
risk; providing good prenatal care 
and safe delivery: educating 
women on child care and promot- 
ing better family health and nutri- 
tion. 

. Dr. Hamzeh continued to say 
that half-a-million mothers 
around the world die from pre- 
gnancy and childbirth complica- 
tions. and that 99 per cent of 
these deaths occur in developing 
countries, ‘in Jordan, we don't 




have any statistics on this, but we 
know that one of the reasons for 
the death of pregnant women 
here is that one- fourth of (hem 
deliver at home with illegal mid- 
wives (untrained traditional 
attendants ).'* the minister ex- 
plained. 

President of the General Fed- 
eration of Jordanian Women 
Haifa A I Bashir also spoke at the 
opening, saying that women 
should realise the necessity at 
playing their role in Jordan's de- 
velopment. "This role requires a 
high level of awareness and 
health: and this can only be 
achieved with a balanced family 
that has a medium number of 
children." Mrs. Bashir said. 

She added that in order to 
improve the standard of living, 
there must be a lower family 
expenditure, which can only he 
achieved with smaller families. 
"This should also occur on the 
level of society as a whole, where 
there would be a balance between 
production and consumption, and 
a balance between economic 
growth and population growth." 
she explained. 

The president of the Health 
Ministry's mother and child care 
centres. Dr. Zaid Al Kaycd. pre- 
sented a work ins paper on the 
services offered in Jordan in his 
area. He explained that in addi- 
tion to prenatal, delivery and 
postnatal care for mothers, the 
centres otfer care to children 
from infancy until the age of six. 
which includes vaccinations 
against the five deadly diseases. 

Dr. Kayed noted that, in addi- 
tion to these centres, there are 
seven family planning centres 
around the Kingdom, where the 
main aim is to protect mother and 
child health through child 
spacing. 

He also said that family plan- 
ning education and contraceptive 
pills has been offered in Jordan 
since 1972. The pills and other 
forces of contraception are 
offered free of charge at all of the 
ministry's mother and child care 
centres. 

Later. Dr. Abdul .Aziz Anar of 
the Al Bashir Hospital explained 
the different techniques of 
mechanical contraception, in- 


cluding the intrauterine device 
(IUD). the diaphragm and the 
condom. 

He also gave detailed instruc- 
tions on how io use these con- 
traceptives and statistics of how 
many people use in Jordan and 
worldwide. 

Another obstetrician -gyneco- 
logist. Dr. Ghazi Ibrahim, gave a 
brief history of chemical con-' 
traceptives. including suppositor- 
ies. gels, injections, and with 
particular emphasis on the pill. 
He then reviewed ways to these 
contraceptives, their advantages 
and side effects 

Dr. Ahmad Abdul Wahed then 
lectured on natural contracep- 
tion. including the rhythm 
method and wfih attention to 
breastfeeding. The doctor ex- 
plained the importance ot breast- 
feeding as a healths practise, 
physically and psvchologicjllv. 
for both mother and baby. 

Dr. Su'ad Al Dussu^i later 
explained permanent tornis of 
contraception, such as rubai liga- 
tion (cutting ur closing the fallo- 
pian tubes K 

A review of a study conducted 
in Jordan on surgical sterilisation 
was presented by Dr. Fahmi Uri. 
He said the study, conducted on 
!UH patients, showed that there 
was no association between men- 
strual disorders and tubal ster- 
ilisation procedure. He also said 
tht the siudv showed there was no 
significant change in the patients' 
sex lives following surgery. 
Sheikh IzzeJdin A! famimi. the 
Kingdom's mufti, gave a paper on 
the Islamic sharia's stund on con- 
traception. Before he presented 
his paper, he had said that it is 
not religiously forbidden to take 
contraception, as long as no ferti- 
lisation of the egg "occurs. He 
added that abortion is against the 
sharia, but not if the sperm is 
stopped from reaching the eeg. 
Dr. Adbul Wahed openly dis- 
agreed with the mufti, saying that 
purposely stopping life from 
occurring is considered "haram" 
(forbidden). 

Sheikh Tamimi also explained 
Islam's view on forming the fami- 
ly. marriage, having children, 
motner and child care, love and 
affection towards the child, 
breastfeeding, family planning, 
and other topics related to pa- 
rents and children, including their 
rights. 

Taking pan in the seminar, 
being held at the Amman Cham- 
ber of Commerce, are a number 
of Jordanian gynecologists and 
obstetricians. 


4 Jordan’s defence of Palestinian rights a commitment 

l | pftn lin ii rH from iupp 1 1 vitiate all international action 
O Continued from case 1) vitiate all international action. 


(Continued from page 1) 

port of the international com- 
munity which believes in the 
value of justice, right and 
equality. 

These values form the compo- 
nents of the aspirations we hope 
to arrive at in a sound interna- 
tional order that can embody the 
ideals of brotherhood, peace, 
cooperation and understanding 
among world nations. We aspire 
for an order that C3n raise the flag 
of peace on the community of 
nations and achieve justice based 
on legitimacy and freedom, and 
progress and development on the 
basis of equality. 

We share with you the view 
that this observation of the Inter- 
national Day of Solidarity with 
the Palestinian People reflects 
support for our people, now- 
under the yoke of oppression at 
the hands "of the occupier. We 
find in this occasion an incentive 
for ail of us to cany out an 
assessment of the situation and a 
rectification of the order of 
things. We ought to remember 
the past and try to benefit from its 
lessons and we also ought to 
examine the present to under- 
stand it and rectify it. 

"These are no doubt the 
aspirations of all those who be- 
lieve in the rights of the Palesti- 
nian people, but we in Jordan 
consider ourselves, together with 
our Palestinian brothers, as the 
vanguards in the struggle to fulfil 
these aspirations. The Palesti- 
nians took the first blow and have 
been enduring different forms of 
oppression arid displacement due 
to military occupation of their 
land. 

We in Jordan stand guard 
along the first defence line m the 
face of expansionism bearing its 
security, economic and political 
consequences, geographically 
and demographically. We have 
lived through the Palestinian 
tragedy from ihe beginning and 
throughout its various stages, 
sharing with our Arab brothers 
the consequences of aggression 
which is supported by various 
forces... an aggression directed 
against our Arab Nation at large. 
"Moreover, Palestine, which is a 
central issue for all Arabs and the 


focal issue for millions of people 
of faith, is for me personally a 
living issue in my mind and my 
conscience. Palestine is the land 
where the Prophet Mohammad 
took his nocturnal voyage to 
heaven and is a place to w’hich my 
family is honoured to belong ana 
one where my grandfather King 
Abdullah Ibh A l Hussein is 
buried... the son of the leader of 
the Great Arab Revolt, which 
broke out to unify the Arabs and 
liberate them. It is the land where 
my grandfather, the founder of 
the Kingdom, fell as a martyr. 

Therefore I need not renew my 
personal commitment to Arab 
Palestine and pledge Jordan’s 
support for the Palestinian 
brothers, who are linked to us 
throughout history and kinship. 
Above all that, we’ are one people 
having common destiny and com- 
mon objectives. 

Our defence of the just and 
legitimate Palestinian rights is un- 
questionable and emanates from 
our national commitment and his- 
toric and geographic links with 
the Palestinian people. 

We share with the international 
community its firm stand in the 
face of aggression whatever its 
source... because we are defend- 
ing the principles of justice, free- 
dom and equality on which the 
U.N. Charter has been based and 
these are natural rights for all 
peoples of the world... these 
rights of which the Palestinian 
people were deprived. 

The special relationship be- 
tween Jordan and the Palesti- 
nians and the circumstances 
which the Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians commonly lived through 
have imposed on us a common 
view with regard to the develop- 
ments of the Palestinian prob- 
lem... in terms of peace or war. 

This view is based on a com- 
mon concept of the nature of the 
Israeli aggression which proved 
to be aiming at occupying the 
land and imposing hegemony on 
the Arab citizens who indeed 
form an obstacle in the path of 
Zionist colonial and expansionist 
programmes. Therefore we con- 
sider such ideas which say that 
the struggle in Palestine is be- 
tween two nationalities wuhin a 
single entity as a mere theoretical 


view which does not reflect the 
reality in precise manner and 
therefore can not form the basis 
for a practical and effective policy 
with which to confront the Israeli 
danger. 

We believe that the conflict is 
between the legitimate owners of 
the bnd and its usurpers and this 
conflict' over Palestine is not for 
Palestine 3lone and is not an 
ideological struggle between two 
nationalities as some like to 
think. It is in f3ct a struggle over 
the land and people. 

Hence our policy towards the 
Palestine problem has been from 
the beginning an attempt to save 
the land and" end the occupation 
and later enhancing the Palesti- 
nian presence in Palestine. 

In commitment to this policy 
we have been all the time in- 
volved in efforts that also involve 
other Arab countries. 

We, Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians. belong to the same and one 
nation which forms a target for 
the Israeli aggression. We respect 
the international community's 
views aimed at safeguarding 
world security and peace and the 
achievement of justice for all. We 
seriously are pursuing efforts for 
achieving this aim taking into 
consideration all these principles. 

We in Jordan adopt all regional 
and International ideas towards 
Palestine as long as they conform 
with the aspirations of the Palesti- 
nian people and their national 
interests and not on the basis of 
serving Jordan's sole interests. 

We accept what the Palesti- 
nians accept because they are the 
party who are subject to daily 
sufferings and continue to endure 
the cruel occupation rule. 

Whatever efforts we had ex- 
erted were aimed at preventing 
further deterioration in the condi- 
tions of the Palestinian people 
under occupation. 

There have been serious imba- 
lances in the political and military 
potentials affecting a solution for 
the Palestine problem... develop- 
ments that were by beyond our 
means. These have caused a poli- 
tical deadlock in our region since 
1973 despite some diplomatic 
activity which bore no fruit so far. 
This has been coupled by serious 
tension in other areas of the 


Middle Easr that led the de- 
teriorating situation in the occu- 
pied Arab territory being pushed 
aside and prompted Israel to ex- 
ploit these circumstances in order 
to consecrate and perpetuate its 
occupation. Israel has offered us 
a third option, the human option 
which Jordan rejected completely 
and absolutely. In return, we 
continued to play our supportive 
role towards our kinsmen so as 
not to leave them victim to 
Israel's pressure which aims at 
forcing them to abandon their 
land or succumb to occupation 
rule. 

In view of the continuous dead- 
lock and the dangerous consequ- 
ences that it entails we have 
exerted intensive efforts on the 
regional and international fronts, 
for removing al! side issues that 
tend to deviate attention from the 
Palestine issue. 

We were successful in winning 
the support of our brothers anci 
our friends and we held the Am- 
man summit meeting which aimed 
at discussing an en~d to (he Gulf 
conflict so that the Arabs will 
have time to deal with the main 
problem in their region. The 
Arab leaders reiterated their 
orientation towards peace based 
on justice and the implementa- 
tion of U.N. Security Council 
resolutions on the Palestine prob- 
lem in all its aspects through an 
international conference in be 
held under the auspices of the 
Security Council and with the 
'participation of all the permanent 
members of the Council and the 
concerned parties. 

This proposal has won the sup- 
port of the majority of world 
nations and we believe that inter- 
national efforts can and should 
place all matters in their right 
perspective in our region for the 
achievement of a jusf and lasting 
peace that guarantees the legiti- 
mate rights and interest of ail 
parties to the conflict and lead to 
the return of security and stability 
for all people in the area so that 
these people can devote their 
efforts ana their potentials for 
social and economic construction. 

I hope that your committee will 
pursue its good efforts to achieve 
that goal." 


(Continued from page 1) 

Prince Hassan said Security 
Council Resolution 598 on the 
Gulf war "injected a fresh im- 
petus in the work of the U.N. and 
gave us a new hope that at least 
the two superpowers have agreed 
to grapple with world problems in 
earnest and jointly." 

In this regard. Prince Hassan 
said that resolutions adopted by 
the Nov. S-l 1 extraordinary Arab 
summit in Amman support 
Resolution 598 and was a clear 
indication that the Arab World in 
its entirety demanded the imple- 
mentation of the provisions of the 
resolutions. 

He called for the implementa- 
tion of Revolution 598 and said: 
"We should not allow ourselves 
to be so mesmerised by the con- 
sensus achieved either at the Am- 
man summit or the U.N. Security 
Council that this unanimity be- 
comes an end in itself." 

The Crown Prince said Iran 
must not be allowed to paralyse 
the peace machinery of the ll. N. 
and warned that failure in this 
regard would "mean die region i> 
condemned to continuous war 
and destruction. Such an out- 
come will inflict damage on the 
peacemaking machinery of the 
world and put inio sharper focus 
ihe credibility of Arab leadership 
and the role of the two super- 
powers." 

The Crown Prince, linking the 
lran-Iraq war with the Arab- 
Israeli conflict, said: 

"U is imperative lhal Ihe prob- 
lem of (lie Middle East are 
addressed at a regional level. The 
lran-Iraq conflict bears many 
similarities to the Arab-lsraeii 
dispute. In some ways they are 
directly related and "cannot be 
separated. Iran occupies a geo- 
strategic position of considerable 
importance and what happens to 
that country as well as to the 
region would have much wider 
repercussions than merely the 
general concern with the free 
flow of oil supplies 10 the West, 
or the Western strategic advan- 
tage over the Soviet Union, both 
of which may prove marginal and 
ephemeral factors. As such Iran 
should not be allowed to use its 
important strategic position as 
Israel has exploited its close 
alliance with the United States to 


vitiate all international action. 
Diplomatic immobility has its 
own dangers. Thus constructive 
cooperation between the two su- 
perpowers which ounhi to be 
pressed upon them an J supported 
is essential for the success of the 
U.N. effort, regional security and 
world peace." 

On the issue of Egypt's return 
to the Arab fold, the Crown 
Prince said: 

"The Amman summit devoted 
some time to the question of 
Egypt's readmission to the poli- 
tical councils of the Arab World. 
It is incomprehensible that when 
Arab leaders are looking into the 
problem of Arab national secur- 
ity. Egypt, the most popular and 
potentially the most powerful 
Arab state, should be kept out. 
The rush to establish diplomatic 
relations between Egypt and 
several other Arab states in the 
wake of the Amman summit is an 
indication of the importance the 
Arab stales attach to Egypt." 

Tlte third session ot the Euro- 
Arab dialogue, attended by re- 
nowned Arab and foreign 
academics, historians, business- 
men and officials, will deal with 
recent developments in the Gulf 
war. tuiure prospects tor ending 
the war, and will evaluate Euro- 
Arab cooperation and ties. The 
first and second rounds of dia- 
logues were held in Amman in 
1981) and I*JS4 respectively. 

Speaking on behulf of the 
European side to the two-day 
dialogue at Sunday's opening ses- 
sion was Sir John Moberly from 
the London-based Royal Institute 
of International Adairs. 

Mr. Moberlv stressed that the 
need for urgent cooperation to 
bring the lran-Iraq war to an end 
was "never more needed than 
now.'* 

"We meet at a time when lens 
of thousands continue to die in 
the tragic war between Iraq and 
Iran. The lime is past for arguing 

who is not responsible for the 
war... he said. 

Mr. Moberly termed U.N. Re- 
solution 598 as "an encouraging 
stun." 

"Another giant step forward 
was the consensus achieved with, 
outstanding Jordanian leadership' 
and diplomacy at the recent Arab 
summit conference in Amman 
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The EC and the development 
of the occupied territories 

THE CATASTROPHE of 1967 and the resulting occupation of 
Arab territories became basically a Jordanian trauma. Follow- 
ing the conclusion of the Camp David Accords and culminating 
in the return of Sinai to Egypt, Jordan had to withstand greater 
pressure. In addition, the Rabat Summit Conference of 1974 
recognised the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) as the 
sole and legitimate representative of the Palestinians. This 
again created many role identification problems for Jordan. 
Jordan is somehow continuously caught in a Catch-22 situa- 
tion. If it opts to follow the resolution in letter and spirit, it 
would be open for criticism of abandonment. If it chooses a 
more practical path, it is exposed to encroachment and 
recriminations. 

No one should deny the fact that Jordan is morally, 
geographically, economically, politically, socially and militarily 
committed to the West Bank and to a lesser degree to the Gaza 
Strip. The 1974 Rabat resolution was meant to boost the PLO 
and the Palestinian identity everywhere as expressed through 
the PLO. Yet no one has ever gone through the strenuous 
exercise of delineating the lines of responsibility and authority 
of the concerned parties as a result of that 1974 resolution. 
Matters were left to be determined de facto: but Je jure the 
issue is as ambiguous now as it was in 1974, if not more. 

However, if we are unable to interpret the 1974 Rabat 
resolution and what it means in terms of rights and commit- 
ments, we can at least attempt to identify the things which it did 
not mean. These are: 

First: Jordan's role in the Palestinian issue cannot be 
marginalised. We cannot speak of Jordan's role as we speak of 
Djibouti's. Jordan still pays and contributes to the sustenance 
and maintenance of a decent standard of living allowable under 
occupation. To say that Jordan should, for instance, close the 
bridges with the West Bank is tantamount to surrendering the 
land to the Israeli authorities. 

Second :.The Camp David Accords wanted to define a role for 
Jordan in a partly occupation-free West Bank territory. That 
role, however, was rejected by Jordan because it was assigned 
the role of a policeman and because, regardless of the role, 
Jordan had no say in defining it. 

Third: Jordan has continuously acknowledged the role of the 
PLO, in accordance with the Arab summit resolutions. 
Political and administrative coordination and cooperation has 
continued. Yet when i( comes to political possibilities, Jordan 
must act pragmatically. Any serious deviation from this work 
cannot be accepted by Jordan because such an acceptance 
would mean the promise of achieving the impossible. Jordan 
cannot be expected, on the grounds of its relations with the 
West, to achieve every political aspiration of the PLO if the 
PLO itself is not willing to accommodate. 

Fourth: The freezing of political coordination between 
Jordan and the PLO should not stifle movement. The world 
does not wait; it moves, acts and reacts according to a set of 
circumstances and vested interests. 

Fifth: There is the painful reality that the Israeli occupation 
does not cease to take daily steps ieading to the annexation of 
the land. The Israeli right-wing is now dominating the political 
scene and squeeze the less hawkish elements to follow. Any 
relaxation in Arab efforts, Jordan's in particular, would be a 
boost to the Israeli hawks and would help them'impiement their 
plans of total annexation. 

Sixth: Jordan is a “centrist" country in mood, action and 
reaction. This philosophy and attitude can be very painful in a 
world which lends to radicalism and pseudoradicalism. Ye», it 
can be rew arding as it did in the last Arab summit conference 
in Amman. The “centrist" role is most useful and it should be 
strengthened by strengthening Jordan's political profile. To try 
to disintermediate Jordan is in effect an act that can be 
described as “dubious” to say the least. Those who benefit 
from suffocating “positive centrism" are the ones who benefit 
from irrational radicalism and want to keep the area in 
disarray, an ideal situation from which they can benefit. 

It is in the light of these points that we must address our 
guest. Mr. Claude Cheysson. We must impress upon him the 
fact that Jordan cannot accept pressure which would lessen its 
moderating role in the Middle East. To make statements that 
the EC. where he holds a key position, should deal directly with 
the occupied territories through Israeli red tape and outlets is a 
very serious matter. Whether said in good will or not, it paves 
the road for further polarisation of the Israeli position and 
exposes Jordan's security to incalculable dangers. The EC has 
adopted very rational and balanced resolutions and the spirit of 
Venice should not be stabbed in the back. Any aid going to the 
West Bank mtist.be channelled through Jordan, and in full 
cooperation with its competent authorities. To diverge funds 
directly to the Wot Bunk cannot he a neutral act, because it 
will be used by the Israelis and would give them a bigger chance 
to channel such funds in a manner that would enhance the 
occupation. 

Moreover, an analyst should not disregard the fact that if the 
EC or any other parly channels its aid to the occupied 
territories without prior arrangement with Jordan, it will in 
effect satisfy the radical elements in the PLO who call for the 
elimination of Jordan's role in the whole Palestinian affair. 
Thus, radical elements in the PLO and rightist radicals in 
Israel would be given a chance to converge against centrist 
rational positions. 

Jordan has always honoured its commitments to (he occu- 
pied territories, and has sought only to shoulder its human and 
moral responsibilities. It has never sought to utilise the issue for 
political gains. However, this in no way means that Jordan can 
sit idle and watch the potential growth of an autonomous entity 
nurtured by the Israelis on its borders. We should keep in mind 
what the Israelis are doing in South Lebanon and what they 
have done in (he Golan Heights. 

Mr. Cheysson should realise that we want firm relations with 
the EC based on mutual respect. Any statements or acts which 
may undermine Jordan's position and pivotal role in the Arab 9 
World should be reconsidered. jj 

i 


Middle East peace process postponed 


IT SEEMS more inevitable now than ever that the peace process in 
the Middle East must take a pause till the outcome of both the 
national elections in Israel and the presidential elections in the U.S. 
become known. This is not only the judgement of seasoned and 
veteran statesmen and politicians as ex-Presidenl Jimmy Carter and 
Israeli minister without portfolio Ezer Weizman but rather the 
conclusion arrived at by most knowledgeable observers of the 
Middle East scene. With the leaders of the two superpowers' 
pre-occupied with nuclear disarmament concerns, other global 
issues and some regional hotspots other than the Palestinian case, it 
is now a foregone conclusion that the 7th of December summit 
between them will not conclusively touch on the Palestinian case or 
on the elusive international conference on peace in the Middle 
East. The focus of attention is now on the follow-up summit 
between the leaders of the two superpowers which is slated to occur 
next summer as the venue for the discussion of the Palestinian 
situation and the means to resolve it. This is not to mention the 
iron-clad commitment by incumbent Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir that the projected international conference will not see the 
light of day as long as he was the prime minister. Over and above all 
the preceding considerations is the Gulf situation which has figured 
most prominently on the agenda of the recently concluded Arab 
summit in Amman. There is no doubt that the signal to the world 
that for as long as the Iran-Iraq war continues, it will continue to 
receive the lion's share of the Arab leaders attention and care. In 
other words, the arrangement of priorities on the agenda of the 
Amman summit has clearly served as the barometer of Arab 
interests in the order perceived by the Arab leaders. The 
superpowers were the first to conclude that now was not the time to 
push feverishly the peace process in the Middle East. The rest of 
world will surely too gauge Arab priorities on the basis of what had 
transpired at the Amman summit. 

But all these propositions should not lead us to conclude that all 
is lost when it comes to the peace process in the Middle East and 
that there is nothing to be done now pending the convening of the 
next summer summit between Reagan and Gorbachev and the 
outcome of elections in Israel and the United States. On the 
contrary there is a lot to be done, from now until then, to lay the 
solid ground work for the peace process in the Middle East when it 
becomes opportune to have it kicked off once again in earnest in 
the wake of the principal events of 1988. In other words the seeds 
for success or failure of the peace process in the Middle East will be 
sown in the course of 1988. How the Arab Nation plays its cards 


By Dr. Waleed Sadi 

from now on till the end of next year will surely have a great bearing 
on the those determinative events slated to occur in The course of 
the time factor between "now" and "then." 

To begin with the U.S. presidential elections will be in full swing 
in the early part of 1988 wnen the primaries for the Democratic and 
Republican presidential nominations will take place. On the eve of 
those primaries there will be, of course, the Democratic and 
Republican Conventions during which the political platforms of 
both principal political parties will be debated, elaborated and 
finally articulated. During all these processes, there is a lot that the 
Arab World can do. not in terms of interfering with them, but 
rather in terms of influencing them. The recently concluded Arab, 
summit in Amman with its remarkable positive results was clearly a 
step in the right direction as far as influencing U.S. political 
thinking during the politically over charged yeanrf campaigning 
and elections starting with the primaries and culminating in the 
presidential elections next November. If the Arab leaders can 
manage to have their ordinary summit in the first half of 19S8 so 
much the better for assuring optimum influence on the course and 
development of U.S. national mood and stance on issues affecting 
-the Middle East and the Arab Gulf region. Of course the Arab 
World cannot stop there for there will be other avenues and 
opportunities which could and should be exploited to convey the 
“right" signals to the potential national political leaders in the 
United States, and their constituencies. Surely how the Arab World 
conducts itself not only with respect to the various global and 
regional issues but also with respect to Arab domestic concerns as 
well, will have a profound effect on the U.S. national orientations 
and perspectives on matters that touch us most. If the Soviet Union 
with all its might and clout accords the U.S. mood and political 
thinking one ofits highest priorities, surely, the Arab Nation should 
do likewise and start giving U.S. public opinion its due. 

On the Israeli scene, the political situation there is also 
susceptible to influence. Not that Arab fate and future should be 
made to hinge on what goes on within Israeli body politic, but 
rather to advance the Arab cause and the legitimate national rights 
of the Palestinians in particular and the Arabs in general in the 
same way that the Soviet Union attempts to promote its view point 
and outlook on the American scene. Whether the Arab Nation 
seeks peaceful ways to resolve its conflict with Israel or military 
means, the course and development of Israeli political thinking and 
the formation of national political mood within Israel should 


remain at all times among our prime concerns and objectives. 
There is no doubt that how we in the Arab World play our cards 
vis-a-vis Israel will have an infinite effect on the outcome of their 
periodic national elections and will have an immense bearing on 
their strategies and perspectives regionally and even globally. To 
begin with there is always the reservoir of Arab body politic within 
Israel proper yet to be tapped. The Arabs of Israel constitute over 
one sixth of the total Israeli population and the Arab electorates 
number about 350.0t.l0. It is calculated that such a vast number of 
voters, could determine the outcome for more than ten seats in the 
Israeli Knesset. This is indeed a formidable political power and 
clout especialy if one recalls that the ultra orthodox religious parties 
in Israel which continue to manipulate the makeup and composition 
of coalition governments in Israel control less than ten seats in the 
Knesset. The least that the Arab countries should do is to start 
establishing bridges with the Arabs of Israel with a view to 
influencing and even directing their vote in such a way as to 
advance their "peaceful strategies" should they decide ana deter- 
mine that, that is their most viable option at this time. Conceivably, 
the Arab vote in Israel can still be utilised even if the peaceful 
process in the Middle East is bogged down and becomes per- 
manently and irrevocably flawed and doomed, and becomes 
replaced’ by the military option. But be that as it may, there is a 
consensus among knowledgeable observers of the Israeli scene to 
the effect that the average 'Israeli voter is still basically susceptible 
to the signals emanating from the Arab World with the exception of 
those die-hard ultra extreme Zionists within the ranks of Israeli 
body politic. Should the Gulf war end before the next scheduled 
Arab summit is convened and the Arab-Israeli conflict is upgraded 
once again to the position which it has always held on Arab agenda, 
and the Arab leaders reach the kind of unanimity on the Palestinian 
case which they appeared to have accomplished in Amman two 
weeks ago. then they can succeed in sending the right signal at Lhe 
right time to the Israeli voters to cast their votes next winter in the 
direction of reasonableness and fairness. 

To sum up there is still a great deal to be done in order to create 
the "culture and environment" favourable to the Arabs and the 
understanding of their grievances and concerns. One would wish 
that some sort of a "tfiink-tank" be recruited by Arab states to 
assist them in the elaboration and articulation of policy guidelines 
for them to pursue in the promotion and advancement of Arab 
national causes along the lines suggested above. 


Verification — that’s 
the name of the game 


By Patrick Worsnip 

Reuter 

LONDON — A new word has 
entered the lexicon of superpow- 
er relations. It is "verification" 
and it has fast become one of the 
most important words of all. 

In the language of U.S. and 
Soviet officials, it means mea- 
sures to check that the other side 
is complying with an arms control 
agreement. 

To its supporters, verification 
makes the difference between a 
good agreement and worthless 
one. Critics say it has more to do 
with political in-fighting in 
Washington between those "who 
oppose any arms accord with 
Moscow and those who favour 
one. 

The last problems before 
agreement was finalised last week 
on the medium-range missile 
treaty that U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan and Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev will sign at 
next month's summit were caused 
by the verification clauses. 
“There's been a long history of 
disputes over compliance." said a 
U.S. arms control official. “It's a 
problem of mistrust, of reassuring 
people. We can't have too much 
verification," 

Verification was first raised as 
a serious problem by the United 
States, and arms experts trace it 
back to the U.S.-Soviet SALT-2 
strategic arms limitation treaty 
signed in 1979. 

That treaty was never ratified 
by the U.S. Senate. Officially. 
President Jimmy Carter withdrew 
it from the agenda because of the 
Soviet intervention in Afghanis- 
tan, but the agreement in any 
case did not appear to have 
enough support to get through. 

The Reagan administration, 
which took office in 1981. 
charged that SALT, which de- 
pended on spy satellites to moni- 
tor compliance with missile 
limits, failed to ensure that the 
Soviet Union would respect it. 

It has since accused Moscow of 
major Violations of the pact. 

Now that it has negotiated an 
arms control treaty of its own, the 
administration knows it needs 
strict verification provisions to 
get it ratified. Some senators re- 
main hostile to the accord. 

Arms negotiators boast that 
the intermediate-range nuclear 
forces (INF) pact that Reagan 
and Gorbachev are due to sign in 
Washington at their meeting from 
December 7 to 10 will contain 
the most stringent verification 
regime in the history of arms 
control." 

The treaty and its annexes run 
to nearly 200 pages — more th3n 
all previous U.S.-Soviet arms 
control treaties put together — 
and much of that is taken up with 
verification. 

The key measure is “on-site 
inspection" — having teams of 
inspectors visit the other country 
to ensure that it has the number 
of missiles it says it has. and 
watch them being destroyed in 
accordance with the terms of the 
treaty. 

This is far more intrusive than 
satellites, which could easilv 


photograph missile silos in the old 
days of fixed missiles but have 
more difficulty with today's smal- 
ler. mobile and more easily con- 
cealed systems. 

The Soviet Union resisted on- 
site inspection until last year 
when Gorbachev said he could 
accept it and pointed out to 
Americans that verification was 
a two-way process and Moscow 
would insist on equal rights. 

David Aaron, who was Car- 
ter’s deputy assistant for national 
security affairs, wrote recently in 
the New York Times: “When 
Soviet negotiators formally 
accepted on-site inspection it 
caused deep anxiety to many 
within the American govern- 
ment, who had never dreamed 
the Russians would agree.” 

When Gorbachev said last July 
that he agreed to abolition of all 
INF missiles, instead of the pre- 
vious plan for each side to keep a 
few, Washington scaled down 
some verification demands. 

“It is obviously very much' 
easier to verify that nothing ex- 
ists, and therefore anything you 
find is illegal," Robert Simmons, 
one of the U.S. negotiating team, 
explained in a recent interview 
with the United States Informa- 
tion Agency. 

The verification measures in 
the treaty will keep hundreds of 
U.S. and Soviet inspectors busy 
until the end of the century. They 
will start off by checking that 
deployed INF missiles corres- 
pond to figures exchanged in adv- 
ance. 

The inspectors will later watch 
as the missiles and their launchers 
are destroyed by agreed methods 
over a three-year period. 


Egypt: The constraints on revolution 


By Lillian Craig Harris 


A SPATE of bold attacks this 
year by Islamic political activists 
has increased Western fears that 
Egypt may be on the verge of 
religiously inspired upheaval. 
The mounting popularity of fire 
and brimstone mosque preachers 
and the growth of the Gamaat al- 
Islamiya aiz ominous develop- 
ments' It would seem prudent to 
ask whether Egypt could not fall 
prey to an Iranian-inspired Isla- 
mic revolution. 

Clearly. Egypt has entered a 
period of economic and political 
crisis which is certain to be pro- 
longed and probably at times 
bloody. Religious revivalism 
feeds off economic and social 
distress — of which Egypt has 
plenty. Severe urban crowding 
puts pressure on ail aspects of 
social, and economic life; econo- 
mic stagnation has only been tem- 
porarily ameliorated by this 
year's agreements with foreign 
lenders, and society is increasing- ' 
ly polarised between rich and 
poor, rural and urban, Muslim 
and Copt. 

But, despite these negative 
bellwethers, the possibility that 
the present political system will 
be violently overthrown by reli- 
gious zealots remains remote. 
Though the Egyptian political 
system is flawed, it has demons- 
trated considerable powers of 
continuity even during times of 
national crisis. There is no evi- 
dence that it is about to be 
popularly rejected in favour of an 
Islamic republic. Nor is there 
evidence that the Egyptian gov- 
ernment cannot continue — bar- 
ring unforeseen circumstances — 
to cope effectively with dissent. 
Built in restraints will almost cer- 


tainly prevent a repeat of the 
Iranian fundamentalist revolution 
in the most populous Arab state. 

First, as the Egyptians them- 
selves frequently point out, Egyp- 
tians are not Iranian Shi'ites. The 
Iranian revolution had as catalyst 
the religious beliefs and unique 
historical and cultural experience 
of the Iranian people and is prob- 
ably not repeatable elsewhere. 
Though there is much to fear 
from the violent tactics prop- 
ounded by some of Egypt's mod- 
em Islamic “reformers," Egypt is 
protected by lack of the nation- 
wide structure of administrative 
imams which facilitated transfer 
of power in Iran from a secular to 
a religious hierarchy. 

Even more important, the 
emphasis on martyrdom which 
drives Shi’ite Islam in its more 
virulent form is considerably 
muted in Sunni Islam. It is doubt- 
ful that the pragmatic Egyptians 
could ever be inspired to die as 
willingly as the Iranians continue 
to do in their thousands. Certain- 
ly the Egyptians, who frequently 
speak with abhorrence of social 
upheaval, do not “love” violence 
or typically resort to it as a 
solution. 

The Egyptians, furthermore, 
benefit from the negative exam- 
ples of those who have walked 
the stony path of Islam as politic- 
al theory. News of Iranians riot- 
ing in Saudi Arabia during this 
summer’s pilgrimage was widely 
received in Egypt with appalled 
revulsion — as have been 
accounts of grisly oppression by 
the ayatollahs of their political 
opponents and use of human 
wave tactics in the war with Iraq. 
Goser to home. Egyptians are 


shocked bv what is going on in 
Sudan. 

Many Egyptians have turned to 
religion for solace and for reaf- 
firmation of identity in a time of 
deepening economic crisis and 
social disruption — a major 
reason for widespread return to 
traditional dress. But Egyptians 
are shaiply cynical when it comes 
to politics" Believing no one who 
offers utopia, whether based on 
secular or sacred principles, most 
Egyptians prefer to mind their 
own business rather than inter- 
fere in government — either by 
joining a religious group which 
advocates violent opposition or. 
for some 75 per cent of the 
population, even by voting in this 
year's parliamentary elections. 
Widespread political passivity is, 
in fact, an ally of the internal 
security forces though it does not 
bode well in the Tong run for 
Egypt’s democratic development. 

Another constraint to revolu- 
tion can be credited to the 
Mubarak regime which (unlike 
the shah’s) nas opened political 
pressure valves for a vocal minor- 
ity by increasing avenues of poli- 
tical expression — if not always 
unimpeded political participa- 
tion. Some have arguea that new 
leniency allowing representatives 
of the outlawed Muslim Brother- 
hood to serve in the National 
Assembly under the guise of 
coalition with iegitima {^political 
groups has facilitated the work of 
the extremists. 

Ironically. Egypt’s dependence 
on external economic aid is prob- 
ably as much a restraint to 
structural political change as it is 
a goad to anti-Western activists. 
Egypt has no outstanding indige- 


nous income source, such as Ira- 
nian petroleum, and despite popu- 
lar grievance over perceived fore- 
ign anempts to manipulate Egypt 
economically and politically, ne- 
cessity strengthens the hand of 
those who reject repudiation of the 
West and its capital. Other signifi- 
cant deterrents to widespread 
Egyptian acceptance of any dogma 
which contradicts much that is basic 
to modern thought and commerce 

r .■» u EL*- 


physical proximity to Europe — 
which have produced closer cultu- 
ral ties to Europe than Iran ever 
had. 

Finally, the geography of 
Egypt militates against successful 
popular uprising. The desert 
which embraces the Nile Valley 
on both sides has always been the 
central authority's chief ally in 
repressing revolt. Though the size 
of underground Islamic groups, 
such as the Takfir wal-Hijra 
which assassinated Sadat, re- 
mains unknown, the government 
can still curtail, if not halt, radical 
activities. 

What, then, of Egypt’s future? 
Anti-government violence could 
be sparked by deprivation and 
outrage, as it was in the spectacu- 
lar 1077 bread riots. Early this 
year, poorly paid membere of the 
Central Security Forces rioted in 
Cairo when their terms of service 
were arbitrarily increased. Aware 
that the limits of popular discon- 
tent have yet to be seriously 
tested, the government moves 
cautiously to implement reforms, 
including reductions in subsidies 
to basicYoods. which are critical 
to Egypt’s economic recovery. 

— Middle East International, 
London. 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

is; Orcie Jab* Amman, near 
Ahhvyah Gns School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p. m. 

(rJO-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 




MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 
Take away a vailabte 
Open dailv I2:tkl- Ij-lt) 
l$:M-23:3n 

Wadi Saar a Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman Jordan 

\ Tel: 661922 / 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, farmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

s. o:30- Midnight / 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Take-away service 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
*£■ 6:30 p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akitah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 



PEOPLE WHO .VEEP 

CLEANING 
J, SERVICES 

CALL US- 1 

SEB 53 EBB 



The Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates & Businessmen 


IIAINlTEIi BD ||^|l|iS 

Tel: 668193 - Telex 23888 DAROTL* Fax 602434 
Shmeisani - A mmart 


Luxuriously furnished studio apartments 
To Satisfy Good Taste 

HOTEL ★ APARTOTEL ★ 
RESTAURANT 
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CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 

packing, snipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-lo-door service 
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Effective, simultaneous action must be sought to end Mideast region’s conflicts 

e following is the speech deli- h :ivp :iuiv-r>.H i.-. .1. . . . . 


m fhv'7is IS R^ TN b h di ' ha V , “ recd y^pplti with the problem*, of the region rather 

- Crown ^Prince Hj^tfjhe Xl, Th^.. k e;, ™ St ™ d than de:,| with their symptoms all 
Crown rnnee nassjn .if the jointly. Their collaboration m this the time. ' * 

D,p - field IS certainly Ion* memlue. It is imnen.iv, ,h„ 


. * - . logue ill that opened in Amman 
on Nov. 29. 

THE EXTRAORDINARY sum- 
- ■ mit of the League of Arab States 
. - : J held in Amman between $ and 1 1 
.. November 1987, has been hailed 
. as a triumph for Jordanian di- 
. plomacy by friend and foe alike. 

.. . Modest as we are in Jordan, we 
graciously acknowledge this 
assessment and express our 
thanks to all. However, what was 
at stake was not Jordanian di- 
plomacy. At stake was the collec- 
; tive Arab will which had been 
riven by conflict, strife and mis- 
trust. The fact that no full Arab 
' . summit could be convened for 
five years prior to the Amman 
;■ meeting spoke volumes for the 

■ tragic state of inter-Arab rela- 
tions. The Arab leaders came to 
Amman and their countries' 
security threatened, their ter rito- 
rial integrity questioned and the 

/■ survival of their states chal- 
lenged. They were apprehensive 
. about the present and uncertain 
of the future. The question of 
Arab collective security was star- 
. ; iflg them in the face, demanding 
: immediate and comprehensive 
action to protect the Arab order 
and preserve its distinct identity. 

[t was not just the Iranian 
threat to Iraq, Kuwait and Saudi 
•. Arabia. It was not just the Israeli 
*: challenge ro Jordan. Lebanon 
and Syria, but a peril that con- 
. . fronts’them collectively, and they 
."••• had to act as such, to avert the 
danger. They rose to the chal- 
| — — ^ letise. The leaders of the Arab 
| * .I' states agreed at Amman to trans- 
| yj lcend all differences and resolve 
*11 the causes of their disunity and 
inaction. 

The Amman summit marks a 
turning point in the history of 
• inter-Arab relations. The recon- 
ciliation between Iraq and Syria 
and the shared perception of the 
' need for an early implementation 
of 59S must be seen as a signifi- 
cant facet of the Arab World's 
. resolve to end the senseless 
slaughter, wanton destruction 
and waste of precious human and 
material resources. The war must 
come to an end as all wars do: 

’ and the sooner the better, so that 

■ these resources can ‘be better 
deployed towards reconstruction 
and development. 

The spirir of the Amman meet- 
-ing must be preserved so that the 
political framework worked out 
for the implementation of collec- 
tive Arab action can take shape 
and become a tangible reality. 
There will be no limit to inter- 
Arab political cooperation as all 
. the major differences among the 
■Arab states have been elimin- 
ated. The effective implementa- 
tion of the summit resolutions 
will provide the best mechanism 
for tne preservation of Arab soli- 
darity. The interdependence of 
Arab’ resources and interests in 
.. the political as well as economic 
fields has been the guideline to 
the resolution of in ter- Arab dis- 
putes. In the past this work was 
imemipted for lack of the politic- 
al will to carry it through, and the 
absence of coordination among 
the various participants. This 
problem is to be rectified. A joint 
Arab team, formed earlier, will 
submit its report on the regional 
Migration of the Arab countries, 
t is hoped that this report will 
uovide a new strategy for Arab 
yonomic and political coopera- 
ion so that a new basis for inter- 
md intTa-rcgional collaboration 
nav be laid" and followed. 

Proud as we are of our Arab 
chievement at Amman, we were 
as heartened to see that the 
wace machinery of the world 
>ody has been given a new lease I 
•f life. Superpowers cooperation i 
the unanimous vote cm I 

-'■^ecurity Council Resolution 5^8 ■ 
p end the Gulf war has injected a i 
^< r esh impetus in the work of the 1 
;• ;’J.N.. and given us a new hope c 
iat at last the two superpowers ; 


We Arabs have ahvavi impressed 
on various figures and repre- 
sentative*: of the U.S. and the 
USSR the desperate need for 
S'UCh joint action to defuse the 
highly explosive situation in the 
Middle East, and assist in rhe 
resolution of all outstanding con- 
flicts in our troubled region. The 

There will be no limit to 
inter-Arab political coop- 
eration as all the major 
differences among the 
Arab states have been eli- 
minated. 

Arab summit resolution in sup- 
port of 5^8 is a clear indication 
that the Arab World in its entire- 
ty demands the implementation 
of these provisions. 

We have k-ng recognised that 
the danger implicit in the Gulf 
war goes beyond the two immedi- 
ate adversaries: Iraq and Iran. It 
threatens the stability and the 
security of the entire region. The 
insidious perils of fragmentation 
and radicalisation entailed in the 
fundamentalist religious cam- 
paigns undermines the very fabric 
of sovereign state system in the 
Middle East. Moreover, the 
strategic importance of the Gulf 
and the magnitude of its oil re- 
source*. coupled with the threat 
of escalation of the war has led to 
the deployment of considerable 
naval forces: American. Soviet 
and European, adding to the risks 

No one in the U.S., or in 
Europe for that matter, 
has asked the question as 
to what it is that the 
American naval task 
force in particular is sup- 
posed to be doing in the 
Gulf. 


of touching off a wider conflagra- 
tion. 

The presence of these naval 
forces is of considerable interest 
and concern to all of us. What is 
so mystifying is the purpose of 
this presence. No one in the U.S.. 
or in Europe for that matter, has 
asked the question as to what it is 
that rhe American naval task 
force in particular is supposed to 
be doing in the Gulf — there are 
basically four questions: 

1. Is it there to protect Kuwaiti 
ships? 

2. Is it there to guarantee the 
freedom of navigation in interna- 
tional waters? 

3. Is it there to contain Iran's 
war and its quest for hegemony- 
over its neighbours? 

4. Is it there to check Commun- 
ist penetration of the region and 
limit Soviet influence? 

One thing is clear. It cannot be 
all these things at the same time. 
While the protection of Kuwaiti 
ships is necessary and desirable it 
becomes rather paradoxical to do 
that, and allow American-owned 
ships to be attacked by the Ira- 
nian revolutionary guards. 
Moreover, to guarantee freedom 
of navigation is not compatible 
with the containment of the Ira- 
nian war effort since Iran would 
be able to export its oil without 
interference. Increased oil export 
will inevitably mean increased 
revenues which will in turn lead 
to improvement of the Iranian 
war machine and its capabilities. 
Meanwhile, the Americans do 
not show the kind of resolve that 
would deter Iran from pursuing 
its war aims for fear of driving 
Iran into the Soviet orbit. We 
really can no longer afford this 
kind of instant reactive diplomacy 
of doing things first and finding 
the explanation for it afterward. 
We must have a well -thought out. 
coherent and comprehensive 
policy which addresses itself to 


i man ueai wim their symptoms all 
> the time. ' 1 K V A 

It is imperative ihat there ' 

I should be no complacency and 

• delay in the implementation of 

• U.N. Resolution 598. We should p p fcfflBB W H 
not allow ourselves to be so 

: mesmerised by the consensus 
achieved either at Amman or the 
' U.N. Security Council that this 
unanimity becomes an end in 
‘ ib'clf. It provides the means for 
effect i vc action not only relating 
, !•' the Gulf, but also ’on other 
important and explosive disputes. 

There is a serious risk in the 
widely expressed view that all 
. other disputes in the region have 
been overshadowed by "the Gulf 
war. which must now await rhe 
outcome of superpower coopera- 
lion to resolve it before other 
outstanding problems are addres- 
sed. It is hoped that the Secretary" L 
Genera! of the U.N. would in’- life.' •' * 
crease his effort and capitalise on re’V / . 
the current collaboration to im- 
press upon the Security Council KS ■ 
that other conflicts are not left in ' 

abeyance and should be tackled 
simultaneously. Allowed to drift 
these disputes become more com- 
plex and intractable to the detri- ^ 

ment of all concerned 
Increased effort and resolve 
heenme even more necessary the Gulf W, 
when differences in perception adversaries: 
whether in the Arab World or 
between the two superpowers on and the seci 
the nature and the extent of the 
U.N. resolution and its provi- as the Western all 
sions. coupled with the deter- the United States 
mination of the Iranian lead- Pact without the l 
ership at the top to prosecute the cr. whether in the 
war to its bitter end against Iraq it. Egypt has not 
are taken into consideration. Arab responstbilit 
They must not be allowed to mained a stauncl 
paralyse the peace machinery of the Arab cause, w 
the U.N. Failure in this regard tine, in Lebanon 
would mean that the region is peace and in war 
condemned to continuous war relied on for sup] 
and destruction. Such an our- ance in the Arab 
come would inflict untold damage The peace ach 
on the peacemaking machinery- of Egypt and Israe 
the world and put into sharper universally accep 
focus the credibility of Arab lead- for the i’mpleme 
ership and the role of the super- cardinal equation 
powers. More directly it would U.N. Resolutions 
put an end to the useful work and exchanging peace 
progress which the Arabs have Egypt has evolve 
made toward the promotion of ment to the propo 
peace and good neighbourliness national peace co 
in this troubled region. held under the a 

It is imperative that the prob- United Nations \ 
lems of the Middle East are cipation of all th 
addressed at a resional level. The cemed in the Arab 
Iran-Iraq conflict bears many and attended by t 
similarities ro the Arab-Israeli nent members oi 
dispute. In some ways they are Council. As we : 
directly related and ’cannot be path in the face 
separated. Iran occupies a geo- tremes. Europe ai 
strategic position of considerable parts of the world 
importance and what happens to our partners in thi: 
that country as well as to the is the only propc 
region wouid have much wider the peace process 
repercussions than merely the East alive and v 
general concern with the free role and interest | 
Flow of oil supplies to the West, portant element it 
or the Western strategic ad van- It will heighten 
tage over the Soviet Union, both peace, improve th< 
of which may prove marginal and development and : 
ephemeral factors. As such Iran and act as a stabi 
should not be allowed to use its this highly volatih 
important strategic position as Regional peac 
Israel has exploited its close security must be u 
alliance with the United States to economic growth 
vitiate all international action, ment to increase ( 
Diplomatic immobility has its prosperity of all 
own dangers. Thus constructive National wealth, a: 
cooperation between the two su- is not measured by 
perpowers which ought to be of healthy balanc 
pressed upon them and supported banks. It is, esser 
is essential for the success of the quisition of a natio 
U.N. effort, regional security and organise and prodi 
world peace. . services in order 

The Amman summit devoted surplus of both. Fo 
some time to the question of purposes a compt 
Egypt's readmission to the poli- ment of Arab eo 
tical councils of the Arab World, has to be obtai 
It is incomprehensible that when veloped. The pr 
Arab leaders are looking into the needs to be tackled 
problem of Arab national secur- complementary 
tty. Egypt, the most popular and strategy that serves 
potentially the most powerful interests on a regie 
Arab state, should be kept out. quality in resource 
The rush to establish diplomatic wealth is a cause fr 
relations between Egypt and recrimination, insu 
several other Arab states in the cord not only witf 
wake of the Amman summit is an but also between t 
indication of the importance the gions of the worlc 
Arab states attach to Egypt. Joint " The recent crash 
Arab strategy and defence is like- financial markets c 
lv to be as effective without Egypt the wake of the 
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We have long recognised that the danger implicit in 
the Gulf war goes beyond the two immediate 
adversaries: Iraq and Iran. It threatens the stability 
and the security of the entire region. 


as the Western alliance is without 
the United States or the Warsaw 
Pact without the USSR. Moreov- 
er, whether in the fold or outside 
it, Egypt has not shirked its pan- 
Arab responsibilities. She has re- 
mained a staunch champion of 
the Arab cause, whether in Pales- 
tine, in Lebanon or the Gulf. In 
peace and in war. Egypt can be 
relied on for support" and assist- 
ance in the Arab World. 

The peace achieved between 
Egypt and Israel provides the 
universally accepted precedent 
for the implementation of the 
cardinal equation embodied in 
U.N. Resolutions 242 and 338 of 
exchanging peace for territory. 
Egypt has evolved its commit- 
ment to the proposal for an inter- 
national peace conference to be 
held under the auspices of the 
United Nations with the parti- 
cipation of all the parties con- 
cerned in the Arab-Israeli dispute 
and attended by the five perma- 
nent members of the Security 
Council. As we seek a middle 
path in the face of cynical ex- 
tremes. Europe and many other 
parts of the world, have become 
our partners in this endeavour. It 
is the only proposal that keeps 
the peace process in the Middle 
East alive and viable. Egypt’s 
role and interest provide an im- 
portant element in that process. 
It will heighten the desire for 
peace, improve the capability for 
development and reconstruction, 
and act as a stabilising force In 
this highly volatile region. 

Regional peace and Arab 
security must be underpinned by 
economic growth and develop- 
ment to increase the wealth and 
prosperity of all our peoples. 
National wealth, as you all know, 
is not measured by the possession 
of healthy balances in foreign 
banks. It is. essentially, the ac- 
quisition of a national capacity to 
organise and produce goods and 
services in order to generate a 
surplus of both. For these specific 
purposes a competent manage- 
ment of Arab economic affairs 
has to be obtained and de- 
veloped. The problem which 
needs to be tackled is the lack of a 
complementary economic 
strategy that serves the economic 
interests on a regional level. Ine- 
quality in resources, income and 
wealth is a cause for resentment, 
recrimination, instability and dis- 
cord not only within our region 
but also between the various re- 
gions of the world. 

The recent crash of the world 
financial markets came swiftly in 
the wake of the World Bank 


annual meetings in Washington in 
late September. It is ironic that 
the need for increased interna- 
tional cooperation and coordina- 
tion in dealing with the major 
economic issues facing the world 
was the overriding theme of the 
Washington meetings. Recri- 
minations. accusations and coun- 
teraccusations of responsibility 
for the recent upheaval are in- 
creasingly coming out in the open 
amongst the leading industrial 
nations. West European coun- 
tries blame it on the mismanage- 
ment of the U.S. economy, while 
the Americans are critical of the 
policies of other countries such as 
West Germany and Japan for the 
massive trade surplus they have 
enjoyed over the years. What is 
clear is that the three ugly sisters 
of external debt, exchange rates 
and trade imbalances w hich were 
on the agenda of the World Bank 
meeting have been joined by a 
fourth — the crisis in the financial 

markets 

In many instances. Arab coun- 
tries have been disadvantaged by 
the ability of the advanced" coun- 


tries to coordinate their economic 
and political policie*. and thus 
achieve maximum bargaining 
positions. Apart front oii a recent 
example i\ the exploitation of the 
situation in the Gull by certain 
European countries in relation to 
the EC-GCC dialogue on pet- 
rochemical industries. The EC 
has conveniently divided the 
Arab World into ihree main sub- 
grou pings that cover almost all 
Arab countries: The Maghreb, 
Mash re q and GCC. Separate 
negotiations between the EC and 
each of those groups have taken 
place without coordination 
among them, and sometimes to 
the detriment of all concerned. 
Arab countries can equally suffer 
as bystanders in probable 
triangular split and a global eco- 
nomic cold war that is emerging 
more open I v amongst the USA". 
Western Europe and Japan. 

The high hopes that ensued 
from the Amman summit of I9.su 
and the declaration of the Arab 
Development Decade contrast 
sharply with the current inability 
nl the Arab states to coordinate 
their economic policies in the face 
of an unstable and deteriorating 
international economic scene. 
Partial recovery in the major in- 
ternational financial markets will 
not erase the memory of the 
events following Black Monday 
on October 19th. when the stock 
exchanges of New York fell h\ 23 
per cent. London by 20 per cent 
and Tokyo by 15 per cent, and 
the trend has continued despite 
The hurried measures taken to 
check the decline. How much 
Arab money was lost in that 
collapse is anybody’s guess. The 
estimates arc in billions of dol- 
lars. This clearly calls, amongst 
other things, for the revision of 
investment criteria for Arab 
capital in Arab countries. 

Intcr-and Intraregional 
frameworks for development can 
be evolved through the identifica- 
tion of regional plans for different 
sectors based on a wide ranging 
pattern of complementarities". 
The establishment of the Trans- 
Aiabian system, transporting oil 
from the Gulf across the Arabian 
Peninsula to the Red Sea. and 
through the Levant to the 
Mediterranean has knitted these 
areas more closely together than 
ever before. It has changed the 
nature and volume of trade and 
consequently the order of priority 
for economic development. The 
attempt to by-pass the strategic 
bottleneck of the Straits of Hor- 


muz has given the Red Sea Basin 
and the East Mediterranean lit- 
toral additional strategic signifi- 
cance. which gives a long way 
towards explaining the immense 
interest expressed by the super- 
powers in the freedom oi naviga- 
tion in these sea lanes. 

Moreover, the demographic 
dimension in this context is no 
less important. The presence and 
migration oi manpower from Jor- 


The Americans do not 
show the kind of resolve 
that would deter Iran 
from pursuing its war 
aims for fear of driving 
Iran into the Soviet orbit. 


dan and the Levant to the coun- 
tries of the Peninsula and she 
Gulf has given rise to an unpre- 
cedented pattern of com- 
plementarities in terms of shjred 
human and financial resources. 
Thus events in one par: of the 
region have a direct and immedi- 
ate hearing on all others. A threat 
to the security of the Gulf ema- 
nating troni the Iranian quest for 
hegemony will inevitably imperil 
the economics of the Fertile Cres- 
cent states, just as war with Israel 
could bring about the closure of 
the pumping stations or the ship- 
ping lanes, "shutting off the flow 
of oil. 

The regional linkages and com- 
plementarities mean that no slate 
in the region can feel secure or 
isolated from developments else- 
where. nor can any country be 

Joint Arab strategy and 
defence is likely to be as 
effective without Egypt as 
the Western alliance is 
without the United States 
or the Warsaw Pact with- 
out the USSR. 


insulated from regional conflicts, 
however distant" or parochial 
these may seem at first. The 
Arab-Israeli conflict, the crisis in 
Lebanon, the Gulf war and the 
other disputes simultaneously 
menace all the states of the region 
and world peace. 

Jordan has been advocating the 
idea of regional and inter-region- 
al programmes for economic de- 
velopment to overcome various 
discrepancies in the provision of 


economic resources within a 
Eurasian framework. It seeks the 
integrated development of the 
Asian Rim of Europe or the 
European Rim of Asia m coop- 
eration with Europe on the one 
hand and with countries of South 
Asia on the other. A plan of this 
kind can provide an answer to the 
political and economic problems 
of the must disturbed region in 
the world and forms rhe basis for 
closer linkages with Europe and 
Asia so that the balance of econo- 
mic power does not shift too 
drastically in favour of the Pacific 
Rim countries. 

It is abundantly clear that 
neither the political not the eco- 
nomic problems of the region can 
be treated on bilateral bases as 
though they concern only Jordan 
and Israel, or Iraq and Iran. 
Therefore, a broader regional 
focus is required to eliminate 
primordial passions and over- 
come narrow concepts of national 
interests. While economic coop- 
eration presupposes a degree of 
political stability and accom- 
modation. it is equally true that 
one way ot breaking out of the 
political straight jackets is to di- 
vert mailer-* to common econo- 
mic concerns, inter-regional 
cooperation will provide a coun- 
lerpart to what may disdainfully 
be described as the "politics of 
gestures." Despite the devasta- 
tion caused by wars and internal 
strife, there has been a marked 
increase in skills and wealth 
which need to he put to more 
constructive uses. A lasting solu- 
tion to the problem of poverty 
and underdevelopment can only 
be found on the basis of integra- 
tion in the world economy and 
not he looking inwards to narrow 
internal markets. 

It is these factors which have 
prompted the notion of the Eura- 
sian Rim of Asia and the need for 
closer cooperation between the 
member-states of the OECD and 
the countries of the Middle East, 
and between these countries and 
other regions in the world. 

Clearly we must build a more 
integrated world to avoid the 
paradoxical situation of building 
mountains of food north of the 
Mediterranean while there is 
famine and starvation to the 
south of the same sea. Here again 
what is required is the political 
will to translate these ideas into 
tangible machinery to carry out 
the work. It i> not an impossible 
task, and it is certainly worth the 
effort. 
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Experts assess impact and future course of Gulf war 


(Continued from page 1) 

tab position” reached ar rhe 
mman Arab summit. 

/Time has come when we have 
J recognise the fact that we 
'rabs, in view of the ( Iranian J 
volution, are called upon to 


during the summit • may be full of 
cracks.... but it is there." 

He said the "time has come 
when all issues (in the Near East) 
should be addressed... not. only 
the occupation of territories, but 
the future of the Palestinian peo- 
ple who should enjoy their rights 


tries in the region. 

He said thatThe Iranians were 
portraying themselves as a party 
which is" exerting pressure to- 
wards exporting the revolution 
and that "they single out Iraq” as 
their target. 

Dr. Salameh said that the Gulf 


own weapons industry and that it 
had the foreign currency to fi- 
nance irs war’machine. 

Ambassador Musa Amr of 
Egypt described the Iranian re- 
volution as one of the most im- 
portant events this area had wit- 
nessed in modem history and that 
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• -ake common cause to develop a just like anv other people in the Arab states portrayed Iranian . . p p 
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: : ty to defend centrist politics.” world.” ’ attacks against them as different 

■ said. -\Vc fee! the European Com- from those against Iraq and that 

Claude Chevsson the m unit v can bring a direct con- they were trying to accommodate 

^W^rnnr .f in tributi'on through (providing) ac- the challenge independent from 

mrme of North^Su th relations cess to our market - the largest Iraq. He pointed out that the 

oi North bourn relations j h e world — if neighbours can Arab summit reserved the 

& r ! U Tc n work together,” he said. "There strongest words to lash at Iran in 

2 & ^dressed Sundays session. '' prK . l ^r./ n in nf its threats to 


Mr. Claude Cheysson. the 
trope an commissioner in 


t?T » addressed Sunday’s session, wn. ^ " — * ” - 
% H * He described the outcome of ao 

.-/"'I * Amman summit as “certainly tim parti. 

t'"- w*y significant event,” and “a beyond dtsp 

¥ 5w : chance for all Arabs, even Dr. Ghassan Salameh, a 

i I c country that was not pre- Lebanese university professor 
nt.” working in Paris, argued in his 

0 4 Ij'-’I am deeply convinced that later comments that containing 
M 'fr future in Europe will depend the Gulf war at this stage and 
r Arabs living in peace.” Mr.' under the conditions of the Secur- 
teysson said, adding that the fry Council ceasefire resolution 
^ & 1 jited Arab position reached was not in the interest of coun- 


the context of its threats to 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia rather 
than for its war with Iraq. 

In discussions on future im- 
plications for the Gulf war, Mr. 
Ekhard Frhr Von Maltzahn of 
West Germany said that an arms 
embargo against Iran would not 
be effective to reach an end to the 
Gulf war. He said that Iran has 
self-sufficiency by developing its 


He said superpower interests in 
the Gulf region were in serious 
conflict 

Mr. Philippe Moreau dc Farges 
of the French Institute of Interna- 
tional Relations said the war 
could not be put to an end by 
Security Council Resolution 598. 
He said the war had changed the 
societies in the region and that 
“inside this war. there are several 
other wars.” 

He explained that there was a 
war of a revolutionary regime 
(Irani against a conserv'ative'reg- 
ime. The first "seeking a change 
in the status quo and" the other 
wants to keep it.” 


ROYAL JORDAN LAN’S 24th 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
We’re inviting all our passengers to join 
us in celebrating our 24th anniversary this 
December 15th. 

We’re giving away free prizes to passengers 
travelling on Royal Jordanian in December. 
Win a new Fiat Regata or one of 23 trips 
anywhere from Los Angeles to Singapore. 


HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN OUR 
24th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

Just pick up a Celebration Coupon when you 
check in during the month of December. Our 
counter staff will give you one with your 
boarding pass. Fill in the special coupon, put it 
in one of the boxes in the terminal before 
boarding your flight. Or give it to the crew on 
board. And that's all you have to do to win. 


THERE’S A NEW FEELING IN THE AIR 

On the ground, on board - everywhere in our ROYAIJORPANIAN A 

42 destinations - we’re celebrating our 24 

years of service with our new colors flying 

Anniversary Celebration. us in our 24th new standards 
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Le Glorieux upstages Triptych, 


gallops to Japan Cup triumph 


South jet zooms to third slot, ahead of the French colt 


TOKYO (R) — French colt Le Glorieux upstaged 
strong favourite Triptych to win the Japan Cup by 
three-quarters of a length from Southjet of the 
United States on Sunday. 


Japanese outsider Dyna Ac- 
tress was in third place, half a 
length back, while French entry 
Triptych finished fourth. 

French jockey Alain Lequeux 
was proved right in his pre-race 
prediction that three-year-old Le 
Glorieux's outside starting posi- 
tion in the 2,400 metres ( I & mile) 
race would pose no problem. 

He held Le Glorieux back in 
the pack during the early stages, 
leaving it to" Japanese entry 
Legend Teio and then English 
coit and second favourite Moon 


Madness to set the pace. 

Moon Madness, ridden by Irish 
jockey and last year's Japan Cup 
winner Pat Eddery. led around 
the final bend, but as the field 
entered the straight Le Glorieux 
moved ahead two furlongs from 
the finish. 


racing event. 

Eddery said his horse's condi- 
tion was excellent and Moon 
Madness was setting a good pace, 
but could not develop in the final 
stretch. Moon Madness finished 
fifth. 


The French horse won in two 
minutes 24.9 seconds, just beat- 
ing the 2:25.0 record mark by 
Eddery on England’s Jupiter Is- 
land in rhe 1986 running of 
Japan’s major international Horse 


Lequeux said he was not sur- 
prised to see Moon Madness set 
the pace and felt comfortable 
staying behind the English coit 
until making his move. 

He praised the fight and speed 
of third favourite Le Gloneux, 
winner of the Washington D.C. 
international in October. 


Southjet’s jockey. Frenchman 
Jean-Luc Samyn, said it was the 
horse's best race. Southjet did 
not emerge from the pack until it 


showed a burst of strength in the 
final stretch. 

Triptych had been fancied to 
triumph and become France's 
first winner of the cup in its 
seven-year history, but Hong 
Kong-based jockey Tony Cruz 
said the horse could not find the 
vacant space to make a spurt. 

Its connections had also hoped 
for wet weather but in the event 
the race was run on firm turf in 
cool autumn weather under an 
overcast sky. 

New Zealand-trained Austra- 
lian gelding Our Waverly Star did 
not show much throughout the 
race and finished ninth. Austra- 
lian jockey Mick Dittman said the 
five-year-old was out of control 
from the start. 


Irish driver 
wins Macao 
Grand Prix 


MACAO (AP) — Martin Don- 
nelly of Northern Ireland started 
horn the pole position and led all 
the way on the twisting Guia 
street circuit Sunday to win the 
34th Macao Grand Prix. 


Donnelly, driving a Ralt RT31 
Toyota, established a lead of 
several seconds early in the For- 
mula Three event and never 
appeared seriously challenged, 
finishing more than seven 
seconds ahead of runner-up Jan 
Lammers of The Netherlands. 

Bemd Schneider of West Ger- 
many had a bad start but battled 
back from 20th place to finish 
third, overtaking Britain's Julian 
Bailey on the 20th and last lap of 
the tricky 3.8 mile (6.1 kilometre) 
circuit. 


Donnelly said he settled into a 
good rhythm after the first two 
laps and" then "everything came 
quite easily." 


Soccer club 
members 
sentenced for 
corruption 


PRAGUE, Czechoslovakia (AP) 
— More than 40 people associ- 
ated with the Liaz Jablonec soc- 
cer club were tried by a district 
court for bribery and corruption 
and sentenced to jail terms of up 
to two years. Czechoslovak 
dailies reported Saturday. 

The case involved eight offi- 
cials. four employees, two 
coaches and 27 soccer players, 
the dailies said. 

Sentences ranged from two 
months to two years, and some 
were given probation of one to 
four years, the dailies said. 

The Third Division soccer club 
and its officials were accused of 
setting up a secret fund amount- 
ing to one million crowns 
($100,1100), the Lidova Demok- 
racie daily reported. 


Gervacio wrests WB A title from Espinoza 



Shape up... 
And 
Join . . . 


Shmisani Physical 
fitness Center 


TEL. Q 70283 


SAN JUAN. Puerto Rico (AP) 
— Julio Gervacio of the Domini- 
can Republic scored a unanimous 
decision Saturday night to strip 
the World Boxing Association 
(WBA) junior featherweight dzie 
away from Louie Espinoza. 

“I lacked experience,” the new 
champion said moments after the 
fight. ”1 thought I could knock 
him out, but I decided instead to 
box with him.” 

The 20-vear-oId Gervacio, who 
has had 17 professional fights, 
knocked Espinoza to the canvas 
in the 12th and final round, but 
was unable to knock him out. 

Gervacio, who now lives in San 
Juan, said. “There were those 
who thought I was too young to 
win a title.” 

Espinoza, of the United States, 


refused to talk to the press fol- 
lowing the defeat, but his mana- 
ger, Paul Perdfild, said: “My guy 
just got out-quicked.” 

All three Latin America-based 
judges gave Gervacio the deci- 
sion. Humberto Figueroa of 
Panama scored the fight 116-113. 
Jesus Celis of Venezuela had it 
116-112 and Angel Tovar of 
Venezuela scored it 117-114. 

Gervacio started off fast in the 
first round by establishing his 
dominance over the champion 

len 
stayed 

outside, Gervacio was able to 
stand fiat-footed and land his 
punches almost at will. 

The new champion finally took 
complete command of the fight in 
the 10th round when Espinoza 


made a last desperate effort to 
come inside, where he had done 
well in the third, seventh and 
eighth round. 


Gervacio Landed solid left jabs 
and right-hand combinations. He 
also took the 1 1th round and then 
knocked Espinoza to the canvas 
with just five seconds gone in the 
12th and final round. 


Gervacio bloodied Espinoza’s 
nose in the fourth round with a 
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dominance over the champic 
with quicker hand speed, whe 
the 25-year-old Espinoza stave 


left jab and kept the blood flow- 
ing for most of the fight. 

Gervacio had signed to fight 
Espinoza only two weeks ago 
when Bernardo Pinango of Vene- 
zuela, a former featherweight 


champion and ranked No. 1 in 
the division, withdrew from the 


scheduled title bout. Espinoza, so 


confident of victory against Ger- 
vacio, had already signed to fight 
Pinango on Jan. 1ST 

With the victory, Gervacio, 
who was ranked seventh in the 
division but was moved up to fifth 
when he signed for the title bout, 
improved his record to 15 victor- 
ies, no losses and two draws. 
Eleven of his victories have been 
by knockout. 

Espinoza suffered his second 
defeat against 25 wins. 

Both fighters had little difficul- 
ty making the weight limit, with 
Espinoza weighing 122 pounds 
(55.3 kilogrammes) and Gervacio 
121.75 pounds (55.2 kilog- 
rammes). 

For the fight. Espinoza earned 
$60,000 anJ the new champion 
$15,000. 


Pacers surge ahead in NBA after downing Seattle 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Chuck 
Person scored 15 of his 28 points 


in the first quarter to give Indiana 
the lead for ^good, and Vem 


Fleming had 24 points and 10 
assists as the Pacers defeated 
Seattle 131-115 in the NBA 


Saturday night. 

Seattle’s Dale Ellis led all 


scorers with 29 points and Xavier 
McDaniel had 25 for the losers. 


Bullets 124, Pistons 102 

Danell Walker and John Wil- 
liams came off the bench to score 
six points each during a 26-10 
second-half spurt that carried the 
Washington Bullets to a 124-102 
victory over the Detroit Pistons. 

Williams was 7-for-9 from the 
field and matched his career high 
with 21 points, while Walker had 
a season-high 20 on 7-for-8 shoot- 
ing. Isiah Thomas and Adrian 
Dantley shared scoring honours 


for Detroit with 22 points each. 
Knicks 105, Cavaliers 93 

Gerald Wilkins scored a sea- 
son-high 27 points and the New 
York Knicks used three second- 
half scoring spurts en route to a 
105-93 victory over the Cleveland 
Cavaliers. 

Craig EHlo led Geveland with 
19 points. 

Hawks 124, Spurs 100 

Randy Wittman scored 18 
points, leading seven Atlanta 
players in double figures, as the 
Hawks defeated the San Antonio 
Spurs 124-100. 

Dominique Wilkins, who mis- 
sed Friday night's loss to Indiana 
because of a knee injury that 
Atlanta team officials feared 


Bulls 98, Rockets 96 


Michael Jordan and Rookie 
Horace Grant led a Chicago rally 
from a nine-point deficit in the 
fourth quarter as the Bulls out- 
scored Houston 35-14 in the 
period and. defeated the Rockets 
98-S6I 


Boston Celtics. 

Larry Bird scored 28 points for 
the Celtics, but had only two in 
the final quarter. 


Nuggets 106, Mavericks 98 


mi*' 


Alex English scored 25 ^points. 


Jordan had 34 points and Grant 
had season highs of 19 points and 
11 rebounds. Charles Oaklev 
added 20 points and 17 rebounds 
for the Bulls. 


becoming the all-time leading 
scorer in Denver's history, an3 
Wayne Cooper added a season- 


high *23 to lead the Nuggets to a 
l(jt>-98 victory over Dallas. En- 


Ralph Sampson had 19 points 
and Purvis Short 17 points as 


Houston lost for the fourth time 
in five games. 

Bucks 112, Celtics 97 


glish, in his ninth season at De- 
nver, surpassed Dan Issei's 
franchise mark of 16,589 points 
late in the third quarter. 


might require surgery, played 25 
15 points. 


minutes and scored 
Petur Gudmundsson led San 
Antonio with 21 points. 


Paul Pressey scored 21 points, 
Terry Cummings added 20 and 
the Milwaukee "Bucks ran off 10 
straight points in the fourth quar- 
ter for a 112-97 victory over the 


Kings 115, Sixers 114 

Jawann Oldham scored five 
points in overtime, including the 
winning jumper with 25 seconds 
remaining, as the Sacramento 
Kings defeated the Philadelphia 
76ers 115-114. 


Ciccarelli arrested for ‘indecent exposure’ 


EDEN PRAIRIE. Minnesota 
(AP) — Minnesota North Stars 
right wing Dino Ciccarelli was 
arrested this week for alleged 
indecent exposure, the Eden 
Prairie police department says. 

Ciccarelli, 27, was arrested 
Wednesday afternoon at his 
home in the Minneapolis suburb 
of Eden Prairie based on observa- 
tions of a city police officer, 
police Capt. Jim Clark said in a 
news release Friday. 

“The officer had been observ- 
ing him due to complaints of 
previous indecent exposure and 
witnessed by a female resident,” 
the news release said. “The case 
has been forwarded to the city 
attorney for issuance of a formal 
complaint.” 

City attorney Joseph Nilan 
could nor be reached for com- 
ment at his home Friday night. 

The North Stars said in a state- 
ment that they “have no com- 
ment at this point regarding Dino 
Ciccarelli's legal problems/’ and 


referred questions to his attor- 
ney, Ron Simon. 

Simon told the Associated 
Press on Friday night that Cic- 
carelli denies the allegation and is 


deeply upset by it. 
‘Dino's ii 


in a’ state of shock,” 

Simon said. “We can’t under- 
stand it.” 

Ciccarelli, according to his 
attorney, was ill and in the bath- 
room when he heard a noise in 
the adjoining garage and stepped 
outside to investigate, wearing 
only a sweatshirt and socks. 

“He opened a small door lead- 
ing from the garage to the out- 
side. He didn’t see anything,” 
Simon said. “He then stepped 
outside a foot or two into a 
partially sheltered doorway.” 

“At this point, he observed a 
woman in a van parked in front of 
his next-door neighbour's house. 
She was looking up at him from 
about 200 feet (60 metres) away. 
At this point, he withdrew back 
into the doorway. Almost im- 
mediately thereafter, a police 


officer suddenly darted into the 
doorway from nowhere, 
Ciccarelli, Simon said, “has 
. never set foot outside his house 
when he wasn’t covered from the 
waist down. If a person did see 
him uncovered, it was without his 
knowledge and that person may 
only have been able to observe 
him by invading his privacy, by 
peeping into his house. 

“What’s going on here?” 
Simon asked. “We don't know.” 
North Stars’ General Manager 
Lou Nanne, reached in Kalama- 
zoo. Michigan, by the Star Tri- 
bune. said police notified him of 
the arrest Friday morning after a 
reporter asked police about it. 

“We have no comment until we 
check into the background.” 
Nanne told the Minneapolis 
newspaper. “The charge certainlv 
isn't indicative of Dino’s be- 
haviour.” 

“If there is anything to it. we 
will certainly give Dino axiv kind 
of assistance he needs.” Nanne 
said. 


Cologne goes top as Bayern crashes at home 


BONN (R) — Bayern Munich 
helped Cologne to leapfrog ro the 
top of the "West German First 
Division on Saturday when they 
dropped their first home points of 
the season, losing 3-1 to Bomssia 
Dortmund. 


Simmes and Ingo Anderbruegge. 

Klaus Augenthaler pulled one 
back on the stroke of halftime 
but, despite constant Bayern 


pressure in the second period, it 
was Simmes who broke awav 


Cologne, comfortable 443 win- 
ners over Karslruhe on Friday 
night, moved up from third ana 
took over the lead by virtue of 
having scored more goals than 
Werder Bremen who scrambled 
to a 1-0 win over Hanover. 


3g3in to seal the issue two mi- 
nutes from time. 

There were only 11,500 in the 
Olympia stadium to witness the 
Bavem debacle. 


Bayern, who were tied with the 
other two title challengers on 26 
points before the weekend match- 
es. had a nightmare going two 
down after 39 minutes to strug- 
gling Dortmund through Daniel 


Werder had to wait for a goal 
from Karl-Heinz Riedle six mi- 
nutes from rime ro gain the ex- 
pected home win over Hanover, 
even though the visitors played 
most of the match with 10 men. 
Stopper Heinz Knuewe was sent 
off for a first-half foul. 

The Bremen club still have a 


game in hand over Cologne who 
owed much to Danish World Cup 
captain Morten Olsen. 

The 38-year-old defender net- 
ted his first goal for the club in his 
51st appearance to open the scor- 
ing after 27 minutes. A perfectly 
struck 20-metre effort rocketed 
into the top right comer. 

Three goals In the last 20 mi- 
nutes, including a Pierre Littbars- 
ki penalty, completed Karslruhe’s 
misery. 

With Bayern losing their 100 
per cent home record, it was 
appropriate that the league’s only 
unblemished away record should 
go. too. Kaiserslautern picked up 
their first away points with a 
surprise 2-0 win over Eintracht 
Frankfurt. 
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Reeson 
knocks out 
Ricci 


WINDSOR. England (AP) — 
Britain's Sammy Reeson knocked 


out Italian-bom Luigi Ricci of 
Belgium in the seventh round 


Saturday, to retain his European 
a ill 


cruise weight boxing title and line 
up a possible challenge to World 


Boxing Council (WBC) cham- 


ng L 

pion Carlos de Leon. 

Reeson, beaten once in 24 
fights, delivered a well timed 
right hook and Ricci was counted 
out of his feet, while clinging on 
to the ropes and facing the crowd. 

Reeson’s manager,"Frank War- 
ren, said after the fight at Blazer's 
nightclub on the outskirts of Lon- 
don. he was bidding to set up a 
match with the Puerto Rican 
world champion in London in 
March or April. 

Fighting for the first time out- 
side his country, Ricci was 
floored after only 48 seconds of 
the fight. 


REQUIRED 


Secretarial Assistant - with good knowledge of 
English - Arabic/English typing skills essential. 
Minimum 2 years in office work. 

Interested candidates please apply to: 
Personnel Officer, P.O. Box 3312, 
Amman. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Weaver beats ‘unbeaten’ South African 


JOHANNESBURG, South Africa (AP) — Former world 
heavyweight champion Mike Weaver of the United States scored 
a technical knockout Saturday night over previously unbeaten 
South African Johnny Du Plooy. Du Plooy. 23. has been touted 
by promoters as a “great white hope” who would be competing 
for a world title within the next few years. Du Plooy 's handlers 
said the South African decided not to come out for the seventh 
round of the scheduled 10-round, fight because, of an injured left 
hand. His record drops to 17-1. Weaver, a 35-year-old natjve.qf 
Texas, lived up to his billing as Qu Ejyoy's toughest opponent yet. 


scoring consistently with right jabs and hooks to the heai 


Adgate beats Cerkovnik to take gold 


PARK CITY. Utah (AP) — American Cary Adgate bested 
Tomaz Cerkovnik of Yugoslavia to take the gold Saturday in the 
men’s slalom event at America’s opening pro cup at the Park City 
ski resort. The three-day event marks the first time the men’s ancl 
women's U.S. professional tours have opened together, and it 
carries the largest U.S. pro tour purse ever at more than $125,000. 
Adgate. 34, a two-time Olympian and six-time national cham- - 
pion, earned 35 points and a Rolex watch valued at $10,450 in 
addition to his $5,000 prize. An eight-year veteran who finished 
seventh overall last year. Adgate said he was surprised with his 
win. 
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TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

Consist of 2 bedrooms, salon and dining room, kitchen, 
small veranda, with central heating, telephone and 
garage. 

Location: Shmeisani, near Birds Garden. 


Please call tel: 602064 or 644483. 


’82 TOYOTA COROLLA FOR SALE 


Automatic gear shift, colour: silver 
Customs.' not paid.-' Only 38.000 km. 


Tel: 843555, ext. 3990. 


LARGE APARTMENT FOR RENT 





garden and garage. 

The first floor ol a 2-ffoor, newly-constructed building. 

Please contact: 842366. 
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INDEPENDENT SMALL FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Fully furnished, ground floor, with private gate in garden, in a 
two-floor family building. 

Located in the best residential area, between the 4th and 5th 
Circles, Jabal Amman. 

Consists of: salon, dining room. 2 bedrooms, bathroom and 
fully-equipped kitchen, with central heating, colour T.V., tele- 
phone and car park. 

If interested, please call tel: 812562, and 671509, a.m. 


PURE WATER BY REVERSE 
OSMOSIS 


For the first time in the Middle East: Compact units for domestic use, 8 
galons-capacity. daily purification capability: 0.0001 microns, produces 
water free of bacteria, viruses, lead, pesticides and 98% of all dissolved 
solids Makes clean, tasteless and odourless water. Needs no energy. 
Easy to connect Ten-year warranty. 


For further information, please contact telephone: 666927, 
Amman. 


FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED VILLA FOR 
RENT 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms. 2 sitting rooms, 1 reception 
room with dining room, modern kitchen, glassed-in 
veranda, and maid's quarters, central heating and 2-car 
garage. 

Villa is surrounded by garden. 

Located in Shmeisani, behind Marriott Hotel. 

Tel: 729971, from 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 


TO LET 


Furnished house opposite Rossary College Shmeisani, 
consisting of three bedrooms, two bathrooms, big salcn 
with dining room, sitting room with lobby, new modern 
kitchen, three balconies two of them with aluminium and 
glass, wall-to-wall carpet, telephone, central heating, 
garden and garage. 


h Interested, please call tel.: 661044 
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FOR SALE 

CARS & OFFICE EQUIPMENT 


Renault 25 GTS 1986, low mileage, grey metallic, 
air-conditioned, tinted glass, computerized radio, 
excellent condition. DUTY PAID. 

Toyota Celica ST, 1982. white, air-conditioned, el- 
ectric sun-roof, tinted glass, very good condition. 
DUTY UNPAID. 

Photocopier MINOLTA EP 350 Z. 

IBM THERMOTRONIC English typewriter. 
Model IBM 6750. 

Overhead projector 3M. 

Small safe. 

Small refrigerator. 

All office equipment is duty-paid, used for less 
than two years and In excellent condition. 

For more information and inspection, please call: 


A! Riyadh Center - Third Circle - Jabal Amman 
First Floor - Telephone 653 366, 653 374 




10:00-13:00 hrs. and 15:00-17:00 hrs. 


WANTED 


Unfurnished villa for rent in Abdoun. 

For further inquiries, call Tel: 824248. 


LUXURY APARTMENT FOR RENT. 6TH 
CIRCLE 

Furnished or unfurnished, near Um Uthaina shopping centre; 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, fully-equipped kitchen, spacious fiving 
area (80 sq.m), independent central healing, garage and 
telephone. 

Rent: very reasonable and negotiable. 

Please call: 810303, 666927, Amman. 


TO LET 

DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENTS 


Each consist of 2 bedrooms, salon, dining room, kitchen, 
bathroom, and balcony. 

With separate central heating, solar system, colour TV, and 
telephone. 

Located in Jabal Amman. 4th Circle 


Please call: 642786. 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 6774211 


BIG TROUBLE IN 
LITTLE CHINA 


Pcrfurmjrn;\ V Vi.ft-im ill; «] 



Cinema 

Tel: 675573' 

OPERA 


LOS AMIGOS 

, Prriiwnunar, h. 1 S. H VI. In Vl 



Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 677420 


WILD CATS 
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Iraq still receives ‘war relief oil 



KUWAIT ( R) - Iraqi Oil Minis- 
ter Issam Abdul Rahim Al Chnla- 
hi said on Saturday his country 
was still receiving so-called "war 
relief' crude oil from Saudi Ara- 
bia and Kuwait. 

About J5U.U00 barrels per day 
|b/d) of the oil. from a border 
zone shared by Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait, lias been sold on behalf 
of Iraq since early in the seven 
year old Iran-iraq war. 

The oil is designed to compen- 
sate Iraq for the" loss of its main 
Gulf oil terminal. 

Asked if Iraq was still receiving 
war relief crude oil from Saucfi 
Arabia and Kuwait. Mr. Chalabi 
told Reuters in an interview, "we 
are still receiving crude oil within 
certain arrangements that have 
been made for some lime now.” 

The deliveries were reported to 
have been stopped last 
September. 

Mr. Chalabi said Iraq would 
insist on an oil output quota equal 
to that of Iran at next month's 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) con- 
ference in Vienna. 

The conference opens on Dec. 
9 to draw up a price and produc- 
tion pact for 1988. 

Iraq rejected its current quota 
of 2.54 million b/d because it was 
Jess than Iran's 2.369 million b/d. 

“If anybody wants Iraq back 
into the agreement this is the 
condition, 'parity between Iran 
and Iraq.” Mr. Chalabi said. 


He said Iraqi production in 
October averaged 2.75 million 
h/d and parity would email a cut 
in Iraqi output that could help 
shore up sagging world oil prices. 

Mr. Chalabi reiterated support 
for OPECs current $18 a barrel 
oil price and said many member 
states shared his view. 

"A lot of countries think that 
the market cannot sustain an in- 
crease in prices for the time 
being. They all think we still need 
to exert efforts to maintain the 
present level of prices.” 

Iran has called for an increase 
to S2U □ barrel. 

Mr. Chalabi said he met his 
Kuwaiti and Saudi counterparts 
after the OAPEC meetings and 
discussed, among other "topics, 
the December O'PEC meeting. 

He said he supported in princi- 
ple the idea of an auditing body 
to keep OPEC members' produc- 
tion in line with their quotas. 

“We must find a way of audit- 
ing or monitoring adherence of 
member countries to such an 
agreement,” he said. 

On his recent talks in Saudi 
Arabia. Mr. Chalabi said he had 
reviewed progress on construc- 
tion of a new oil pipeline to bring 
Iraqi crude to the Red Sea port of 
Yanbu. 

He said the project, which will 
add 1.2 million b/d to Iraq's 
export capacity, was due to be 
finished in September 19S9 but 
could be brought forward 


. Mr. Chalabi said he thought 
the OPEC meeting would "be 
short. "I think everyone will dc- 
finiiely try to confine it to a few 
days. I'm not plannim* to Slav 
longer.” 

(3PEC President Rilwanu Luk- 
man of Nigeria has said the meet- 
ing may he long and difficult. 
Meanwhile. Algeria backs ”in 


principle" an oil price hike by 
OPEC, a senior Algerian oil offi- 
cial said on Saturday. 


But Deputy Energy Minister 
Sadeq Businna told Reuters it 
may not be possible to raise oil 
prices under current market con- 
ditions. 

Mr. Businna said the demand 
for a higher price was just. "VVe 
must absolutely defend our 
buying power, at least at the real 
level of 198n. This assumes an 
increase in the price... we are for 
(an increase) in principle." 

But he noted weakness in the 
world oil market caused by over- 
production by both OPEC and 
non-OPEC states. 

in the current context what is 
just and what is possible may be 
different. 

He said Algeria sought above 
all to preserve consensus within 
the group and prevent a replay of 
1980. when price and production 
discipline fell apart causing world 
oil prices to plunge. 

Saudi Arabia and other Gulf 
Arab states have said they will 
call for maintaining the $18 price. 


African leaders begin talks on debt today 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — African leaders will debate 
proposals to stage an international conference to 
deal with the continent's economic crisis at an 
emergency summit opening in Addis Ababa on 
Monday, conference sources said. 


Currency dealers predict lower dollar 


NEW YORK (R) — Currency 
dealers are forecasting a further 
assault on the dollar before the 
year-end, dashing their hopes of a 
quiet Christmas holiday sitting on 
comfortable profits made when it 
tumbled to record lows early this 
month. 

The dollar ended the week at 
1.6510 West German marks, 
down more than three pfennigs 
from 1.6825 at the eno of the 
previous week and near its all- 
time quoted low of 1.6475 marks, 
hit early this month. 

!h \jjv The dollar also dosed at 133.50 
" Japanese yen, down from 135.60 
. - yen the week before and near the 
record low of 133. 13 yen , also hit 
’. early this month. 

Mirroring the dollar’s sharp fall 


J BRIE! 


was a rise in the British pound, 
climbing above the key level of 
$1.80 to close Friday at $1.8135. a 
5te-year high. 

After the stock price collapse 
on Black Monday, the United 
Stares has at long fast taken steps 
to cut the huge federal budget 
deficit, but have so far faiied'to 
convince investors and currency 
dealers. Negotiators agreed to 
$76 billion in cuts over two years, 
but that still requires approval by 
the U.S. Congress. 

Mr. James McGroarty. chief 
dealer at Discount Corp. said 
“foreign exchange markets worl- 
dwide, especially in Asia, were 
very strongly dissatisfied with the 
budget.” 

The dollar's continuous decline 


Matsushita boosts profits 

.. TOKYO (R) — Electronics giant Matsushita reported stronger 
‘ prqfits and safes for the half-year id Sept. 30 despite the harsh export 
:: dimale'. ’ {<■ ‘ . 

‘ Buoyant domestic demand for Matsushita’s video, audio and other 
appliances more than offset a slight downturn in exports due to the 
strong yen and international trade friction, the firm said in a 
'.•I lake ■■«<£ statement. 

Net income rose five per cent to 76.4 billion yen ($570 million), 
while sales had a three per cent gain to 2.346 billion ($17.51 billion). 

Total domestic sales for the first half rose nine per cent to 1.369 
- billion yen ($10.22 billion). Overseas, where Matsushita sells under 
the National, Panasonic. Quasar and Technics brand names, sales 
slumped three per cent to 976.4 billion ($7.29 billion). 

Matsushita's video equipment sales, about 30 per cent of its overall 
total, slumped four per cent because exports fell by 10 per cent. 
Domestic sales, in contrast, grew by eight per cent as Japanese 
consumers snapped up large-screen colour television sets and hi-fi 
videotape recorders. 

Matsushita said it expected earnings to improve in the full year to 
March 31, 1988 owing to continued strong domestic demand and 
cost-cutting programmes. 

Net income will rise 12 per cent to 157 billion yen ($I.17_billion), 
and sales will grow five per cent to 4.670 billion yen ($34.85 billion) 
over the comparable vear-earlier period, Matsushita forecast. 
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THE Daily Crossword by Wilson McBeath 


ACR05S 

i 

2 

3 

4 

5 Chemical 

i« 




10 Utter 

17 




14 Fad 

20 




15 Intrinsically 

1 

Asm 

17 Skin problem 
19 Praying figure 
in art 

28 

27 

2S 

29 

32 




abbr. 

20 Government 
report 

22 Locale of a 

17“ 




t° | 





43 

23 Garland 

24 Annia — 

26 Small stone 

*6 

u ; 

47 


5” 




Rial 

67 




32 M. Zola 

33 Extortion 

BO 




37 Earfy Oriental 

38 Attribute 

S3 





llO 111 112 [13 


|S3 M SB 58 


39 Unemployed 

40 Novice 

42 Gar. bomber 

43 Cheshire 
borough 

44 Decapitate 

45 Gullet 

49 Red or Black 

49 Cad 

50 Symbols ol 
courtesy 

57 Skating Jump 
59 In profusion 

59 Nefarious 

60 Leningrad’s 
river 

91 Vacuous 

92 Soft drink 

63 Ger. river 

64 Fr. painter 
Fernand 

95 Abound 

DOWN 

1 Puff 

2 Apiece 

3 Vedic fire god 

4 Iambi 

5 Heroic poetry 

6 Caravansary 


1*87 TnDuno MOO' a S»r»krfrt. Inc 

Yesterday' s Puale Solved: 

7 Springe 
9 Thrall 
9 Move In 
opposition 

10 Shoemaker of 

a type 

11 Type of train 

12 Humiliate 

13 Now 
21 She: Fr. 

25 Solicit 

28 Wampum 
27 Arab niter 

29 Twining stem 

29 Kind of wage- 
earner 

30 Proclaim 

noisily 

31 Shower 

33 Forehead 

34 Together In 
music 

35 Ms Chase 

36 Metal 

38 “Neither will 
go from — " 

(Kipling) 


nnnsn nnsn anno 
naonn obho gnan 
□□non onon onnn 
□BmnnaBnnrrnnan 
anna annnno 
nnnnmn nnngn 
□nao Finna onnaa 
□nnnnnn nnnnong 
onnnn nannnnnn 
nnnnn nrannnn 
noonan naan 
nano ananagnann 
nnso anna annnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn mans nnnan 


41 Gun gp. 

42 Char 

44 Publicity 
agent 

45 Clan chief 

46 Bewitched 
il7 “Superman" 
48 Oatmeal cake 


51 Sea eagle 

52 Plan drawing: 
abbr. 

53 Nuisance 

54 Revelry cry of 
old 

55 Neap or abb 

56 Bridge coup 



over nearly three years has been 
deeply rooted in various factors 
such as the mammoth twin de- 
ficits of budget and trade and the 
competitiveness of U.S. manufac- 
turing. 

Mr. Masahiko Tanaka, chief 
dealer at Bank of Tokyo in New 
York, cited a gradual shift of 
various funds away from the dol- 
lar, particularly to the pound 
because of high interest rates and 
the strengthening British eco- 
nomy. 

He noted the recent market 
talk that even some central banks 
have been reducing dollar por- 
tions in their official foreign re- 
serves in view of the dollar's 
underlying weakness. 

The weakness. Mr. Tanaka 
said, has been clear in view of the 
dollar's inability to gain substan- 
tial ground on some bullish fac- 
tors," such as the U.S. budget 
deficit-cutting accord. . " l 

The currency market has al^o, 
paid little attention to the recent 
U.S.-Soviet agreement to cut in- 
termediate missiles, which at one 
time was a major bullish factor 
for the dollar because it would 
permit Washington to reduce de- 
fence spending, some dealers 
said. 

Forecasting a dollar decline to 
new lows before year-end, a 
senior dealer at a U.S. bank said 
even the passage of the U.S. 
budget-cutting bills by Congress 
would support the dollar only 
temporarily. 

However, Mr. McGroarty has 
a different view and said "over- 
whelming pessimism (over the 
dollar) is not warranted.” 


The leaders are also expected 
during their two-day summit to 
call for a three-year moratorium 
on Africa's $2ui) billion foreign 
debt, which they say has crippled 
their economics. 

But the sources said only 10 
heads of government had "con- 
firmed they would attend the 
Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU) meeting in the Ethiopian 
capital. The 4U other OAU na- 
tions would he represented by 
ministers. 

The sources said the leaders 
would discuss proposals drafted 
by African finance and foreign 
ministers over the past week for 
tackling the debt crisis on a global 
level. 

The proposals call for an inter- 
national conference of Africa’s 
debtor and creditor nations to be 
held in 1988 to discuss a joint 
strategy for tackling the debt 
problem. 

Debt service payments have 
absorbed an increasing propor- 
tion of Africa's meagre export 


earnings and the continent now 
owes about 4U per cent of its 
export earnings in principal and 
interest payments, according to 
OAU figures. 

The African leaders have said 
the debt burden was preventing 
them from devoting adequate re- 
sources to economic development 
and some countries such as Sudan 
owe more in debt service pay- 
ments each year than they earn 
from exports. 

The OAU draft proposals in- 
clude a three-year moratorium on 
Africa's entire debt to coincide 
with what remains of the United 
Nations' 1 98b- 1 99U programme of 
action for African economic re- 
covery and development, the 
sources said. 

Western diplomatic sources 
said there was little chance that 
Africa's creditors in Europe and 
North America would agree to 
such a blanket freeze in debt 
payments. ■ 

The OAU proposals applaud 
the decision of some Western 


countries to convert government 
loan-, to Africa's poorest coun- 
tries into outright grants and urge 
more industrialised countries to 
take similar action. 

They urge developed nations 
and international financial in- 
stitutions such as the World Bank 
to provide more aid to Africa on 
concessionary terms. 

They suggest that existing debt 
be rescheduled over 50 years and 
urge a reduction in interest rates 
and the introduction of a mechan- 
ism to prevent debt service pay- 
ments from exceeding "a reason- 
able and bearable percentage of 
export earnings." 

In addition, the proposals call 
for better prices for Africa's com- 
modity exports and improved 
market access for its agricultural 
and industrial exports to de- 
veloped countries. 

IMF chief predicts big aid 
boost to Africa 

Meanwhile, the head uf the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) urged Africa on Saturday 
to persist” with tough economic 
reforms, predicting "that donors 
would soon step up aid to the 
Third World. 

“The countries on the African 
continent have undertaken 


courageous measures to pul their 
economies on a sound basis and 
they must persevere in these 
efforts." IMF Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus told a news 
conference. 

He said he would shortly re- 
commend to the IMF board a 
new aid package for Kenya, 
which has one of Africa's sound- 
est economies. 

Mr. Camdessus said later in an 
interview with Reuters that the 
IMF. World Bank and other 
donors would meet in Pans next 
Thursday and Friday to seek 
pledges of an extra $3 billion of 
aid Tor Africa. 

The talks will be hosted by the 
Organisation of Economic Coop- 
eration jnd Development. 

He told the news conference 
that IMF resources were ex- 
pected to receive a considerable 
boost soon but would need to be 
complemented hv more generous 
refinancing terms from the Haris 
Club of lenders and an increase in 
bilateral aid to Africa. 

Mr. Camdessus noted that 
efforts by African countries to 
improve adjustment programmes 
designed to bring economic 
growth were sapped by high debt- 
service rates, limited natural re- 
sources and climatic disasters. 

He reported a good response 


hv Ui mills tu proposals to triple 
the si/c of a special soil-aid fund, 
the Structural Adjustment Facil- 
nv (SAFl. which was set up in 
J9.NI i to help poor countries. 

"Tliis leads me to predict that 
the enhanced S.-\F will be in 
operation on Jan. i. ! g SK." he 
said. 

Borrowers obtain credit from 
the SAF fund at a lower rate, tl.5 
per cent, than under other IMF 
loans, and are given longer grace 
periods and repayment deadlines. 

Mr. Camdessus said that 
efforts to relieve the burden of 
African nations, which are esti- 
mated In the United Nations to 
owe S2l«l billion u> foreign credi- 
tors. included steps by the Paris 
Club of lenders to extend repay- 
ment deadlines. 

The club was also extending 
grace periods to give borrowing 
countries more lime to improve 
iheir economies before starting to 
re-pay the money. 

Mr. Camdessus s3id it was also 
necessarv to reduce the interest 
rate on African debt. Britain had 
formulated proposals on this, he 
noted, but others had hesitated. 

He said the remedy for Africa 
was a mix of debt relief, appropri- 
ate support for balance of pay- 
ments jnd long-term, concession- 
al lending for” development. 


Israel profits $103 million 
from occupied territories 


TEL AVIV i Agencies) — Every 
year Israel collects SlsS million in 
taxes- and national insurance con- 
tributions from the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, but 
spends only S85 million there, 
according to Knesset { parlia- 
ment J member Yossi Sarid. who 
commented that the difference. 
SUB million, was “sheer profit.” 

Writing in the Hebrew daily 
Ha'aretz he said that these figures 
had nut been challenged when 
they were presented to the Knes- 
set's foreign affairs committee. 
He added that the SUB million 
did not include profits from 
Israeli trade with the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip or other deduc- 
tions from the wages of Palesti- 
nian workers. 

Meanwhile. Italian Agriculture 
Minister Filippo Maria Pandolfi 
said on Saturday that the Euro- 
pean Community (EC) should cut 
tariffs on Israeli’ agricultural pro- 
ducts. 

Mr. Pandolfi, arriving for a 
two-d3v visit to Israeli, said the 


EC should do this despite a dis- 
pute over exports from the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza. 

The European Parliament, at 
odds with Israel over the right of 
Palestinians in occupied territor- 
ies to market their agricultural 
produce independently to 
Europe, has delayed ratification 
of an agreement lowering tariffs 
on key” Israeli exports to the 
12-nati’on Community. 

“Italy is in favour of an open 
policy "concerning Israel's rela- 
tions" with the EC and we expect 
this important protocol to be rec- 
tified very soon.” Mr. Pandolfi 
said. 

Israel has protested to Euro- 
pean governments that the two 
issues "are unrelated and deman- 
ded immediate tariff cuts. 

Mr. Pandolfi said Italy was 
interested in marketing its agri- 
cultural produce in northern 
Europe jointly with Israel. 

“Such a joint venture would be I 
a splendid idea,” he said. 1 


Taiwan weighs rejoining GATT 


to rejoin the General 
7 years after withdrawing 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan is considering applying 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 37 ye 
from GATT membership, a foreign ministry spokesman has said" 

He told a news conference the nationalist government was studying 
a proposal which called for Taiwan, now “the world's 15th largest 
trading nation, to rejoin the organisation. 

“We will rejoin the GATT if they respect our sovereignty," he said 
but declined to elaborate. 

Political analysts said Taiwan would take a flexible stand on the 
name issue in order to rejoin. 

The nationalist government withdrew in 1950. one year after it 
retreated to Taiwan following a defeat by the Chinese communists on 
the mainland. 

Peking’s application to join the organisation is presently being 
studied "bv GATT members. 


Egypt to lure more remittances 


CAIRO (Rl — Egypt's minister 
of immigration. Mf.’Fouad Iskan- 
dar, said on Saturday he has an 
investment plan to attract some 
S4 billion from Egyptian expatri- 
ates into the casfi-short country. 

Mr. Iskandar told Reuters In 
an interview the total annual sav- 
ings of Egyptian workers in the 
Gulf area"amoumed to about $7 
billion, of which only $2 billion 
are sent through official channels. 

The minister said he did not 
know the exact number of Egyp- 
tians working abroad as there had 
been no precise census, but the 
figures he gave were "according 
to reasonably accurate estima- 
tions." 

“I have already started prepar- 
ing for an accurate census and 


collecting data on Egyptians 
abroad whether immigrants or 
not." He said Egyptians >pend 
annually about S1.5 billion on 
tourism, investments or deposits 
in Europe and the United States. 
Thus about S3. 5 billion were not 
accounted for. 

"I don't know where it goes... 
I'm not worried about the simple 
transfer of savings. My problem 
lies in attractingThis money and 
having it invested in Egypt." he 
said. 

Mr. Iskandar declined to go 
into details of his plan but said his 
“new formula” would attract 
Egyptians to steer their savings 
into projects at home. 

"I want them to invest their 
money in Egypt by themselves, to 


manage things (or themselves, so 
that they would get (he benefit of 
all the profit and not only part of 
it." he noted. j 

"And the profits of such invest- 
ments would definitely offer a 
percentage mueh. much higher 
than any kind of interest they 
would receive on their savings.” 
Mr. Iskandar said. 

Egyptian expatriates 3re 
known io have been investing 
most of their savings with Islamic 
investment companies in Cairo 
against attractive profits of up to 
24 per cent annually. 

These companies keep the 
money in international markets 
where" they get the highest possi- 
ble profits. ~ 


Ethiopia considers agricultural reforms 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — The 
Ethiopian government, after 
years of procrastination, is edging 
towards agricultural reforms 
which donors believe could even- 
tually break the country's de- 
idei 


pendence on relief food in years 
of drought, aid officials say. 

They said they detected en- 
couraging signs that the govern- 


ment was coming round to their 
point of view on what needs to be 
done to reverse the steady decline 
in per capita food production, 
one of the main factors behind 
the recurrent famines in 
Ethiopia. 

The government has already 
agreed in principle to review pro- 
ducer prices, which have hardly 
changed throughout the 1980s. to 
let peasants sell some of their 
grain on a free market and to 
allow free movement of grain 
across regional boundaries.” 


Mr. Benno Haffner. delegate 
in Addis Ababa of the European 
Community, one of the largest 
potential donors, said: "We hope 
to get results to put to the execu- 
tive commission in the very near 
future.” 

Another aid official in dose 
touch with the negotiations said: 
“We think we ivill hear some- 
thing in the next five or six days, 
when the government announces 
its producer prices for (he season 
just ending." 

A Western diplomat who has 
followed the discussions with in- 
terest said he was a little more 
sceptical on the time scale. "Ev- 
ery month there are signs they are 
going to do it ... hopefully it 
really will happen early next 
year." 

At stake is SI 00 to $150 million 
in potential aid funds over five 
years if donors like the figures the 


government comes up with. The 
money would be used to finance 
imports of fertilisers, a credit 
scheme lor farmers and a wide- 
spread agricultural extension 
programme offering improved 
seed and other services. 

Aid officials said the obstacle 
to reform was at presidential and 
politburo level because of 
Ethiopia's ideological commit- 
ment to Marxism. 

President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam maintains that Ethiopia 
should increase food production 
by pressing ahead with collecti- 
visation of farming. 

Foreign economists say the re- 
sults from collectivised "land are 
far from encouraging. 

"Everyone in agriculture is be- 
hind improved marketing and 
pricing ... as far as I can see the 
only one who has a problem with 
it is the president himself." 


Peanuts 



IT 5 TERRIBLE TO 
BE LYING IN THE 
EMERGENCY ROOM 
ALL BY YOURSELF1 


I WONDER WHAT HE'S 
"THINKING RIGHT NOW... 




Mutt‘n’Jeff 



THE BETTER HALF* 


By Harris 


1 CAN'T EAT 


HARfiiS 

JUNK /MAIL— 
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IT GIVES MS 

) 



J __ 


^P^PLES^ y 

O 

/G? 




Andy Capp 



XOU CERTAIN (_v EN JOVEO 
VSELF/ CONSIDERING 1 
r> HOW MUCH YOU'RE -d 
r ALWAYS BELLYACHING’ 1 
ABOUT MY RELATIVES 




I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henn Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each souare, lo <orm 
lour ordinary words 


□ 

LISEA 




• 

□ 


Hello. Mom ... I'm 
coming home lo 
you— sob 


NEMII 




LE 


u 

□ 


YALTIX 


_ 

□ 

mm 

mm 



LIBART 


□ 



• 

• 


HIS INABILITY 
TO TELLTHE 
TRUTH WAS THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters io 
torm me surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer, a 


u 


vA A 


YYf'Y 
AA AA A 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; FETCH NIECE VANISH WATERY 
Answer; That has-been ham actor believes he's 
SHU as popular as this — 

AS HE NEVER WAS 













Id news 


First bodies found from f alvm: Dea ‘ h tol * in l“ d0 . ne i a 

-i j n i» • « Soviet earthquake rises to 42 

doomed o. African plane military sgzsz* 

i _ minim L^nnunn l n «t InrateH in the Clowt Cm 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — The bodies of two of the 
160 people feared dead in South Africa's worst civil 
air disaster were plucked from the Indian Ocean on 
Sunday, more than 24 hours after their Jumbo Jet 
crashed. 


More bodies and debris were 
likely to be found from the South 
African Airways (SAA) Boeing 
747 which plunged into the sea 
on Saturday white nearingMauri- 
fius on a flight from Taiwan, 
Mauritian officials said. Weather 
was fine at the crash scene. 

The search was hampered be- 
cause the spot about 130 miles 
north east of Mauritius where the 
airliner was believed to have gone 
down was too far for search parties 
on the island to use helicopters, 
state-run radio South Africa said. 

South African experts say re- 
cover)’ of the flight recorders 
which could provide clues to the 
cause of the disaster will probably 
be difficult because the aircraft 
crashed in 3.600 metres of water. 

The bodies of a male and a 
female, whose nationalities and 


identities were not yet known, 
were recovered early on Sunday 
morning by a French naval vessel. 
La Grandiere. which joined the 
search from the nearby French 
island of Reunion. 

Australian and U.S. aircraft 
have also taken part in the 
search. 

The bodies will be taken to 
Mauritius for identification, SAA 
spokesman Nico Venter said. 

Fragments of the aircraft and 
oil slicks have been seen in an 
area about a half-mile wide and 
six miles long. Radio South Afri- 
ca said a radio signal apparently 
emitted by one of the aircraft's 
dinghies had been detected. 

But airline officials said the 
dinghy emitted the signal auto- 
matically and there was still no 
sign of anyone having survived. 


The cause of the crash re- 
mained a mystery. The only clue 
was the last message radioed by 
the veteran pilot, Capt. Dawie 
Uys, who reported smoke in the 
cockpit when the airliner was 10 
minutes away from Mauritius. 

Mr. Venter denied reports that 
the aircraft had left Taiwan late 
because of a bomb threat or 
technical problems. 

Although departure from 
Taipei had been delayed by an 
hour, Mr. Venter said, this was in 
order to pick up connecting pas- 
sengers and because of poor 
weather. 

The airliner, designed to carry 
both freight and passengers, had 
previously suffered an explosion 
m an engine, but transport offi- 
cials dismissed any link between 
that incident and the crash. 

The worst previous disaster in 
South African commercial avia- 
tion was in 1968. when 122 people 
died in the crash of a Boeing 707 
in Windhoek, capital of South 
African-ruled Namibia (South 
West Africa). 


India renews Tamil surrender call 


COLOMBO (R) — India repe- 
ated a call to Sri Lanka’s Tamil 
guerrillas to surrender amid scat- 
tered violence in which a police- 
man was killed and bombs were 
flung at a newspaper editor's 
home, officials said on Sunday. 

State radio said Defence Minis- 
ter K.C. Pant renewed an Indian 
offer made on Thursday of secur- 
ity. cash, food, shelter and help in 
returning to normal life to rebels 
giving up their arms and accept- 


ing peace. 

Mr. Pant told a meeting of 
Indian newspaper editors on 
Saturday that New Delhi had no 
intention of hurting Tamils in Sri 
Lanka and regretted that Tigers 
guerrillas had not responded to a 
48-hour ceasefire on Nov. 21. 

The Indian government's offer 
on Thursday included security 
against any threat to the guerril- 
las' lives, free food and shelter, a 
monthly stipend, general or voca- 


tional training to prepare them 
for employment or self-employ- 
ment and books and educational 
facilities for those who wanted 
them. 

The Tigers, the biggest separat- 
ist group, rejected the July 29 
peace accord which was aimed at 
ending the guerrilla war. They 
have since been locked in battle 
with over 20,000 Indian troops 
seeking to disarm them. 


Blast rocks Kabul during Najibullah’s speech 


KABUL (R) — Four explosions 
rocked Kabul on Sunday in an 
apparent rebel attack as Afgha- 
nistan's Soviet-backed leader Na- 
jibullah addressed a National 
Assembly meeting in the capital. 

The blasts shook the hall where 
Najibullah was addressing 1.500 
delegates. Foreign journalists 
present heard planes taking off 
from Kabul anport and flying 
over the city minutes later. 

The explosions came one after 
the other some 10 minutes after 
Najibullah had begun a speech on 


his national reconciliation poli- 
cies aimed at persuading the in- 
surgents to give up their fight. 

They were apparently caused 
by rockets fired from the out- 
skirts of the mountain-ringed 
city. Diplomats in Kabul bad 
been predicting a rebel attack to 
coincide with the assembly or 
"loya jirgah." 

It was not immediately clear 
where the suspected rockets had 
landed but the explosions were 
close to the Kabul Polytechnic 
building where the assembly is 


being held. 

Although the walls of the 
buildings shook and the blasts 
briefly drowned his voice, the 
thick-set Najibullah, a former 
head of the country’s security 
police, did not pause in his de- 
livery. 

The jirgah had been called to 
approve a new constitution and 
apparently to confirm Najibullah. 
in effective power for some 15 
months, as head of state. He is 
also leader of the ruling People’s s 
Democratic Party (PDPA). ' I 


Cuban inmates in Atlanta Hanoi makes 
free 4 of 94 hostages partial 


ATLANTA (R) — Cuban pris- 
oners in Atlanta released four of 
their 94 hostages early on Sun- 
day. a spokesman for the U.S. 
Department of Justice said. 

He said they were released at 
12.45 a.m. EST (0545 GMT). 

Earlier, the prisoners had 
announced the release as an act 
of good faith. 

The hostages were taken to the 
prison warden’s house within the 
prison complex, where their fami- 
lies waited. 

The warden's home was turned 
into a ‘’hostage house" for the 
families, who have been keeping 
vigil there since the guards were 
taken captive on Monday. 

Cuban inmates at two U.S. 
prisons who were holding more 
than 100 hostages in protest at 
possible deportation were facing 
dwindling food and water sup- 
plies in their stand-off with au- 
thorities. 

Tensions had mounted on 
Saturday inside the Atlanta pris- 


on, where water was cut off on 
Friday. The inmates, some of 
them armed with homemade 
knives, were overheard squab- 
bling. 

In the stand-off at Oakdale, 
Louisiana, prison warden J.R. 
Johnson said no water had been 
allowed into the prison since last 
Sunday and he estimated the food 
supply when the riot began there 
a week ago was enough to last for 
four weeks. 

A Justice Department spokes- 
man Ron Tomalis said late on 
Saturday there had been no talks 
with the nearly 1,000 Oakdale 
inmates who have held 26 hos- 
tages since Friday afternoon. 

In Atlanta, a fire broke out in a 
building normally used to segre- 
gate problem prisoners. It 
appeared to be waning about a 
half hour later when a fire was 
seen in another building. 

It was not known if the 94 
Atlanta hostages were being held 
in locations near the firesT 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
TnBur* M oOm Semen. Ifk. 


JUST ONE MORE CHANCE 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
*Q74 
*7Q 1074 
vJ 108 
+ K63 

WEST EAST 


WEST EAST 

$8 *632 

?K953 ?AJ62 

: A K Q 7 4 3 v 5 2 
♦ 52 ♦ J 10 9 8 

SOUTH 

* A E J 10 9 6 

096 

♦ AQ74 
The bidding: 

South West North East 
1 ♦ 2 v 2 * Pass 

4 ♦ Pass Pass Pass 
Opening le3d: King of > 


Then* is a tendency not to con- 
sider the low cards in your long 
suits as losers, until it is too laLc to 
do anything about it. Remember 
that six missing cards are more 
likely to break 4-2 than 3-3, so that 
spot-card lurking behind the A-K-Q 
might be your downfall.- 
There is something to be said for 
a takeout double or one spade rath- 
er than an overcall with the West 
hand. Here tt did little damage 
even though the 4-4 heart fit was 


missed, but only because or the bad 
heart break. With a 3-2, division, 
four hearts by East- West would de- 
pend only on a successful trump fi- 
nesse, and the suit was not even 
mentioned. 

Declarer did not take long to go 
down in his contract. The defend- 
ers started with three rounds of 
diamonds, declarer ruffing the 
third. He drew three rounds of 
trumps and was ready to claim his 
contract until West showed out on 
the third round of clubs. So declar- 
er ran all his winners; but East, 
who could count to 13, clung to his 
club for a one-trick set. 

The way to improve declarer's 
chances is to draw only two rounds 
of trump before taking the three 
high clubs. If the suit breaks even- 
ly. declarer can then draw the Iasi 
trump and claim his contract. How- 
ever, if the cards lie as in the dia- 
gram, West will follow to only two 
dubs but will be unable to ruff the 
third. That means declarer can ruff 
his last club on the table and claim 
his contract. 

But. you ask, what if a defender 
ruffs the third round of clubs? In 
that case declarer will be down the 
same one trick that he would if he 
were to draw three rounds of 
trumps and concede the fourth 
dub trick. 


partial 
pullout from 
Kampuchea 

PHNOM PENH, Kampucbea 
(Agencies) — Monks, school- 
girls, ethnic minorities and other 
Kampucheans lined the streets of 
this capital city Sunday to honour 
thousands of Vietnamese soldiers 
said to be returning home after 
fighting in western Kampuchea. 

Scores of vehicles carrying the 
4,000 to 5,000 troops paraded 
past victory monument and 
headed east for the Vietnamese 
border before a downpour broke 
up the two-hour ceremony. 

A singer and backup band were 
forced to stop their praise of 
Vietnamese- Kampuchean “sama- 
ki" (solidarity). 

The soldiers arrived in Phnom 
Penh from the battlefields of Bat- 
tanbang province, where a similar 
ceremony was staged Thursday. 

Officials say the troops are part 
of the largest of six annual pull- 
outs Vietnam claims to nave 
ir*»de from Kampuchea since 
1982. 

Vietnam, with the backing of 
the Soviet Union, invaded Kam- 
puchea in December 1978. 

Vietnam has pledged to with- 
draw totally by 1990 and turn the 
war over to the army of the 
Phnom Penh government, which 
it installed. 

More than five dozen Western 
journalists accepted invitations to 
cover the pullout, which Hanoi’s 
critics have dismissed as mere 
troop rotations. 

Foreign Minister Kong Korm 
gave no numbers, but he said half 
die troops that were in Kam- 
puchea in 1979 have returned 
home. 

Kampuchean Prime Minister 
Hun Sen, who left Phnom Penh 
five days ahead of Paris talks with 
the opposition coalition of Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk, has stopped 
off in Moscow, an opposition 
spokesman said on Saturday. 

Hun Sen, who heads the cur- 
rent Vietnamese-backed govern- 
ment in Phnom Penh, is due to 
meet Prince Sihanouk at a small 
village 100 kilometres south east 
of Paris next Wednesday, for 
talks on how to end a nine-year 
conflict in the South East Asian 
country. 


Soviet 
military 
holds key 
to change 

BONN (R) — NATO’s new com- 
mander believes the Soviet gener- 
als hold the key to any change in 
Moscow’s military strength what- 
ever Kremlin leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev may promise, a West Ger- 
man newspaper said on Sunday. 

Welt Am Sonntag quoted Gen. 
John Galvin, supreme comman- 
der in Europe of the North Atlan- 
tic Treaty Organisation (NATO), 
as saying he saw ‘‘no reason for 
euphoria” in the signing of a 
U.S. -Soviet treaty ro scrap 
medium-range nuclear weapons. 

Gen. Galvin said in an inter- 
view that he had heard many 
speeches by Mr. Gorbachev and 
all contained various promises. 

“But for me, the (Soviet) milit- 
ary is the key to the question of 
whether the wind has really 
changed." he said. 

He said two dangerous factors 
had to be borne in mind — the 
Soviet military’s doctrine of off- 
ence and training aimed at large 
forces winning ground quickly 
over great distances. 

“When I consider these two 
factors I cannot find anything in 
them of the message Gorbachev 
is spreading," he added. 

“Whether a reduction of East- 
West tension really comes to pass 
will be seen when negotiations on 
limiting conventional forces take 
place, which will hopefully be the 
case very soon.” 

Of Mr. Gorbachev's much- 
publicised reformist policies of 
openness (glasnost) and recon- 
struction {perestroika), Gen. 
Galvin said “Gorbachev has now 
written a book for the West. But 
the book that should really be 
read is that of the Soviet 
military.” 

“Wtiat are they doing? They 
have increased their efforts in the 
past five years, even under Gor- 
bachev. He has done nothing to 
slow them down, apart from the 
INF (nuclear) treaty.” 

“The purpose of the treaty is to 
withdraw all medium-range nuc- 
lear weapons from Europe and to 
decouple the United States from 
the other members of the 
(NATO) alliance,” Gen. Galvin 
said. 

“At the same time, the Soviets 
are strengthening their conven- 
tional forces. They are bringing 
more military supplies to the 
front, they introduce better fight- 
er planes, new submarines are 
being launched. In nuclear 
weapons, they have introduced 
the SS-24 missile.” 


JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) — 
The death toll from an earth- 
quake in eastern Indonesia last 
week has risen to 42, with 75 
; people still missing, a spokesman 
of the governor's office- said 
Sunday. 

Sixty-three people were in- 
jured seriously and 38 others suf- 
fered light injuries in the quake, 
spokesman Fabi Latubara said, 
the quake hit Nusatenggara 
Timur province on the island of 
Pantar last Thursday. 

More than 1,200 homes, office 
buildings, schools, churches and 
mosques were destroyed by the 
temblor, which also caused large 
tsunami, or seismic waves, to 


sweep onto the island. 

The epicentre of the quake was 
located in the Flores Sea, just a 
few kilometres north of the 
affected area. 

The quake, which- measured 
5.S on the Richter Scale, isolated 
more than 12,000 people in six 
villages from the rest of the is- 
land. 

TKe Richter Scale measures the 
magnitude of a quake at its 
epicentre, according to ground 
motion as recorded on seismo- 
graphs. An earthquake of 5 on. 
the Richter Scale is considered 
“very strong,” and a 6 is “se- 
vere,” capable of widespread 
damage near the epicentre. 


Americans, Soviets see arms 
reduction as key su mmi t issue 


NEW YORK (R) — American 
and Soviet citizens see nuclear 
arms reduction as a key issue for 
their leaders to discuss at the 
coming summit but differ on the 
importance of other issues, a 
Newsweek poll found. 

Seventy-eight per cent of the 
Americans and 86 per cent of the 
Soviets polled saw limiting 
strategic nuclear weapons as a 
"very important” issue for 
Ronald Reagan and Mikhail Gor- 
bachev to discuss at their 
Washington summit starting on 
Dec. 7. 

On medium range and tactical 
nuclear weapons. 82 per cent of 
the Soviets saw it as a very 


important issue while somewhat 
fewer Americans, 69 per cent, 
also called it very important. 

Soviets were more confident 
their country would never be the 
first to use nuclear weapons, 88 
per cent to 21 per cent of Amer- 
icans. while only 41 per cent of 
Americans and nine per cent of 
Soviets were sure a U.S. first 
strike would never occur. 

Virtually all the Soviets felt 
neither country should put 
weapons in outer space. 95 per 
cent agreeing and one per cent 
disagreeing, while 72 per cent of 
the Americans agreed and 23 per 
cent disagreed. 


U.S. launches military 
payload on Titan rocket 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Honda 
(R) — The United States has 
launched a powerful Titan rocket 
on Saturday night, which experts 
believed was carrying a secret 
military payload into orbit. 

The 16-story, $65-million 
Titan, one of five remaining in 
the U.S. Air Force inventoiy, 
was launched at 10:27 p.m. (0327 
GMT), the air force said. 

No advance announcement of 
the launch was made by the air 
force, which only confirmed its 
departure 10 minutes after blast- 

The Titan launch, the second 
successful unmanned liftoff fol- 
lowing two years of launch fai- 
lures. was believed by experts to 
be carrying the latest vereion of 
an early warning satellite de- 
signed to warn the United States 
in the event of a Soviet nuclear 
attack. 

The last successful Titan launch 
was at Vandenbers Air Force 


Base in California on Oct. 27. 

Before that. Titan failures- in 
1985 and 1986 had grounded the 
Titan programme and continued 
a string of U.S. space failures that 
included the Challenger disaster 
in January 1986, in which seven 
astronauts were kilted. 

John E. Pike, head of space 
policy for the Washington-based 
Federation of American Scien- 
tists, told Reuters the Titan laun- 
ched here carried “an early warn- 
ing satellite, a defence support 
satellite.” 

Other space experts, who 
asked not to be named, con- 
firmed Mr. Pike's view. 

Mr. Pike said the satellite car- 
ried an “over-the-horizon" sen- 
sor which would allow the United 
States to pick up Soviet launches 
of missiles from beneath the Arc- 
tic ice pack. 

It would he joining three prim- 
ary satellites and two backup 
systems now in orbit, he said. 


Polish referendum gets off to slow start 


WARSAW (R) — Polish leader 
Wojdech Jaruzelski ted a slow 
start to a national referendum on 
Sunday, casting his vote at a 
polling station set up in a neo- 
classical pavilion near his Warsaw 
residence. 

Accompanied by his wife Bar- 
bara and several bodyguards, he 
solemnly cast his vote but made 
no comment to reporters before 
walking back home through a 
small park. A handful of other 
strollers appeared to be unaware 
of what was going on. 

Gen. Jaruzelski is seeking a 
mandate for radical economic re- 
forms and offering apparent poli- 
tical concessions. The opposition 
has called the poll a pointless 
propaganda exercise. 

Vodng began at 6 a.m. (0500 
GMT) but few people were on 
the streets of the capital in dull 


weather by 9 a.m. Many people 
were enjoying a lie-in before get- 
ting ready for church. 

One young doctor, who said 
she had voted because otherwise 
she faced trouble at work, re- 
ported that she was the first 
person to cast her vote at her 
local polling booth at 8.30 a.m. 

The outlawed Solidarity union 
urged Poles to ignore the re- 
ferendum. 

According to the final opinion 
poll carried out by state television 
last week, 60 per cent of Poland’s 
26 million eligible voters said they 
would take part, 17 per cent said 
they would not and 23 per cent 
were undecided. 

Among those not polled but 
definitely not voting was Solidar- 
ity leader Lech Walesa, who said 
he would spend the day “in the 


bosom of my family" at home in 
the Baltic port of Gdansk after 
going to church in the morning. 

The television poll said the 
government would scrape 51 per 
cent support for its economic 
package, whose most immediate 
effect is likely to be a doubling of 
food prices and trebling of rent 
and heating costs. 

The government has promised 
to compensate some increases 
with higher salaries, but has not 
yet worked out specific details 
linked to a basket of goods which 
a Polish family typically buys 
each week. 

The opinion poll said the au- 
thorities would gain slightly wider 
support — 53 per cent — on a 
second ballot question . dealing 
with proposals for political and 
social changes. 
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Whisky lovers drink fake Scotch 

NEW DELHI ( R) — Many Indian drinkers have been expensive- 
ly swigging the wrong spirit from the right bottle. Police seized 
131 bottles of fake Scotch and 470 empty bottles with corks and 
labels for premium brands like Johnnie Walker and Chivas R e gal 
in 3 raid on a New Delhi factory, the Press Trust of India (PTI) ~ 1 


has said. Police arrested a man who bought empty bottles from 
scavengers, filled them with local whisky and packaged them in 
look-alike cartons to sell for nearly 400 rupees ($301 a bottle — ' s - 

more tfian four times the price of Indian whisky. India levies high 
duties on imported whisky, which sells for top prices in the black 
market. ' 

» r J 

Hunger strikers seek asylum in U.S. • 

NEW YORK (AP) — Fourteen inmates at a New York 
immigration detention centre are engaged in a nearly weeklong 
hunger strike, demanding they be released while their applica- 
tions for political asylum are reviewed. “We have a nurse on duty 
24 hours a day” and. if necessary, the inmates will be fed 
intravenously, said Elizabeth Herskovitz. deputy assistant district 
director for deportations at the Immigration and Naturalisation. 

Service (INS). She refused to say whether the federal agency 
would honour their request to be freed. They began the hunger 
strike Monday. Stays in the detention centre can last up to two 
years. Officials said the hunger strikers, who came from Afghanis- 
tan, Chad. Ethiopia. Ghana, Iran, Liberia and Nicaragua, had 
been there an average of 11 months. They include three Iranian 
stowaways who leaped from the deck of a ship near the 
Verrazano-Narrows Bridge in January. One of them, Mohsen 
Hoharerzadeh. said he was feeling weak and dizzy, and had lost 
10 pounds (4.5 kg). “I had headaches, but I am getting used to it. 

The feeling is. we are going all the way.” he said. The centre 
houses about 120 inmates whose immigration status is under 
review or who are appealing deportation orders. 

Toddler phones for help 

LONDON (AP) — Police have said they were worried about a 

little boy who made an apparently random phone call seeking 

help for his mother, but was unable to say who he was or where he . - v ■ : j ■ 

lived. Police think he may have witnessed an attack on his mother. - 1 

The boy. thought to be about 3, telephoned a house in the north 

London neighbourhood of Muswell Hill at 1 a.m. He told the man 

who answered that his mother and father had had an argument 

and that his mother was lying on the floor. The man's wife kept 

the toddler talking for half an hour while he went out to get tne 

police. Police constable Helen Barnett, 21, arrived to speak with 

the child. “1 kept him talking for as long as I could but it was not 

long enough to trace the call.” she said. Miss Barnett pleaded 

with the boy to say his name but all she could get was that “his 

nanny” lived in London. She said. “He seemed upset. He kept 

saying, ‘My mummy's on the floor. She's hot. Get her up.’ “After 

a while he "seemed to get tired and said, ‘good night nice lady' and 

blew kisses down the phone. .. “It was very sad. There was 

nothing we could do. ...He could not have been more than about 

3 years old,” she said. Police said they do not believe the call was 

a "hoax. 

Moravia celebrates 80th birthday ^ 

ROME(AP) — Alberto Moravia, the Italian author famed for his --T* : 
works on the cynical sexuality and alienation of 20th-century 
Rome, has celebrated his 80 birthday with friends and his 
33-year-old wife. “Festivities are always tiring — and I don’t like 
parties with cakes and candles." quipped Moravia during a 
televised birthday tribute called “79-plus-l" in which he was 
surrounded by friends who have interpreted his works, including 
Italian film director Lina Wertmuller, and wife Carmen Liera. a 
Spanish-born publicity agent he married in 1 986. “ Rome has been 
the background of many of my stories, but this city's lack of ‘ 
spirituality — Paris is the opposite — it's materialism, its 
heaviness, are the residues of a civilisation based on conquests " 
and murder." said the author. The programme begarf with a 
reading from Moravia's early novel Agostino. which explores a 
9-year-old boy's discovery of his mother’s sexuality amid 
bourgeois surroundings. “For (19th-century French novelist 
Honore De) Balzac, money was the key to literature. For me 
sexual relations have the same function." said Moravia, who was 
born as Alberto Pincherle into a middle-class Roman Jewish 
family and began his prolific literary career in the 1920s. He won • _ * 
international acclaim in 1947 with the novel “the Woman of ■ 

Rome, whose screen version also launched the career of Italian 


Moravia. “I am a man who has always lived in the present.” 

U.K. seizes £2m worth of cocaine 

LONDON (AP) — Customs officers at Heathrow Airport 
arrested five Colombians on Sunday, one day after seizing £2 
million ($3.6 million) worth of cocaine in records and children's 
books. Customs officials said the four women and one man were 
on a British Airways flight from Bogota, the Colombian capital, 
to London, where they were to 'have boarded a flight for 
Switzerland. The records had been split so the drug, a total of 
seven kilos (15.4 pounds), could be inserted and the records 
reassembled. The work was done so skillfully, officers said, that 
the records could have been played. Dogs trained to sniff out 
drugs were used to check the luggage of passengers on the flight 
and they picked out four suitcases. Upon examining the luggage, 
customs officers found the records and children's books whose 
covers had been similarly split and reassembled. The arrested 
Colombians were questioned at Heathrow Airport on Saturday 
night and customs officers said charges were expected to be made. 


Romania 


Bhutto’s party ends boycott of Pakistani polls Van cm..™ to pia, .1 while House 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Benazir 
Bhutto's Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP) ends an eight-year boycott 
on Monday when it contests 
national elections for 75,000 local 
councillors. 

Since 1979, Pakistan's main 
opposition party has maintained 
that any electoral exercise under 
military President Mohammad 
Zia U1 Haq was rigged or illegiti- 
mate and refused to take part. 

This time, after attempts to 
mobilise the masses outside the 
electoral process failed to dis- 
lodge Gen. Zia, Miss Bhutto has 
ordered the PPP followers into 
action. 

Officially the elections are 
“non-party" — candidates who 
use party platforms, symbols or 
slogans face disqualification. But 
members are allowed to stand as 
individuals and the ruling Muslim 
League too sees the poll as some- 
thing of a test of strength with the 
opposition. 

Miss Bhutto’s announcement 
that the PPP would sponsor and 
campaign for candidates it consi- 
dered favourable provoked dis- 
agreements within the party and 
critid5m from allies in the opposi- 


tion Movement for Restoration 
of Democracy (MRD). 

Many opposition activists, and 
some Western diplomatic 
analysts, say the party has little to 
gain and plenty to lose from 
fighting the elections. 

“It's a no-win situation,” Iqbal 
Haider of the small Qaumi 
Mahaz I Azadi opposition party 
said. “If it loses, its image will be 
shattered. It's too big a risk for 
too small a gain.” 

“She's picked the wrong elec- 
tion to fight,” one diplomat com- 
mented. "A crushing defeat will 
harm the PPP's standing.” 

The PPP says it wants to give 
its cadres experience at fighting 
elections in advance of 1990, 
when parliamentary polls are due 
to be held. 

“We warn to put the regime to 
the test, sometimes through de- 
monstrations, sometimes through 
the vote,” Deputy Secretary- 
General N.D. Khan said. “If we 
decided not to contest, we’d be 
giving a walk-over to the Muslim 
League.” 

In 1985 the PPP campaigned 
hard for a boycott of non-party 
parliamentary polls, held under 


martial law. Most deputies 
elected later formed the Pakistan 
Muslim League and the civilian 
government of Prime Minister 
Mohammad Khan Junejo. 

The elections are for district 
and village councils and municip- 
al committees throughout this na- 
tion of 100 millions. 

Some opposition politicians 
fear that even if the PPP does 
well in the voting, its gains will 
later be eroded. Tne last time the 
party contested non-party local 
elections in 1979, many candi- 
dates elected with its support 
later defected and others 1 were 
disqualified. 

The opposition, already, 
fiercely opposed to the concept of 
non-party elections, has alleged 
that widespread rigging is taking 
place to ensure a Muslim League 
win. 

Local Government Minister 
Iqbal Ahmad Khan acknow- 
ledged on Saturday that com- 
plaints had been received and 
that some candidates had been 
threatened with disqualification. 
But he said many complaints had 
also come from government sup- 
porters. 


FORT WORTH. Texas (R) — Reclusive American pianist Van 
Cliburn will play in public for the first time in nearly 10 years at a 
White House dinner next month for Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev, a spokeswoman has said. The pianist, who rocketed 
to international fame when he won the 1958 Tchaikovsky 
Competition in Moscow, will play at the White House on Dec. 8, 
said Rice M. Tilley Jr., chairwoman of the Van Cliburn 
Foundation in Fort Worth. “He just feels the time is right," she 
said. “Russia means so much to him. as well as the cause of world 
peace." He is expected to play for about 30 minutes and has been 
preparing music by Brahms, Chopin, Debussy and Rachmaninoff. 
The pianist is perhaps best known now for the contest named after 
him. the Van Cliburn International Piano Competition, which is 
held every four years in his home town. Fort Worth. The next 
competition is scheduled for 1989. After he won the gold medal in 
Moscow, the lanky, curly-headed Texan was embraced by Nikita 
Khrushchev and celebrated across America. For 20 years, he 
recorded and performed around the world. Then in 1978, he 
retired from public life and has neither recorded nor played in 
public since. 

WHO gives updated AIDS figures 

GENEVA (AP) — The World Health Organisation (WHO) has 
said that 68,217 cases of AIDS had been reported worldwide as of 
Wednesday, up by 2.151 from the previous week. It said the 
additional cases last week were reported by 26 countries. The 
sharp increase reflected the release of the European Regional 
Reporting Centre. WHO said. The United States reported 45,436 
Bmrin 1,123, France 2,523 and West Germany 1,400, 
WHO said. 
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